
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Cluny Library news.  Once again 

student’s enthusiasm in the library has been 

fantastic.  Plenty of students are popping up to 

the library at lunch time to either read, study, 

take part in library activities or relax..  On 

Wednesday 9th October the AGM for the 

Parents Association was held in the library.  

Caroline Casey, who was born with Ocular 

Albinism spoke about how she coped during 

her childhood and how she came about to set 

up Kanchi, an enterprise that works towards 

changing the mind-sets and behaviours around 

disabilities.  She spoke a lot about passion and 

finding inspiration in doing something that you 

love.  Although I haven’t had to deal with the 

same obstacles Caroline has had to deal with, I 

can relate to what she’s saying about passion 

and doing something that you love.  I am 

passionate about reading which in so many 

ways makes my job so much easier.  I gave a 

library talk to all classes at the beginning of 

the year and as part of my talk I spoke about 

the benefits of reading.  My job is to foster a 

love of reading among students.  My main 

goal is that  student’s would develop a natural 

passion for reading.  A passion that comes 

from within.  I don’t look at reading simply as 

having academic benefits – it  can also offer 

many other benefits such as a relieving stress 

and making people happier.   What I wish for 

every student is that they do the best they 

can in school, that they can cope with stress 

and that they are happy.  If reading can help 

with this then to every student I would say 

“pick up a book and read” 

Ms Dillon 
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B O O K   

L O V E R S  

C L U B   

 

1st Years 

Read a red book 

 

2nd and 3rd 

Years 

Read a romantic 

book 

 

TY 

Read a n action 

book 

 

5th Years 

Pick a book for a 

friend 

 

6th Years 

Read a True Story 

She never looked nice. She looked like art, and art wasn't supposed to look nice; it was 

supposed to make you feel something.”  

Eleanor & Park, Rainbow Powell 

I am a first year in St Joseph 

of Cluny and absolutely 

love the library!  It’s a 

fantastic place I can go if I 

need to relax, study or play 

some games!  It’s a brilliant 

place and I love spending 

my lunches there with my 

friends.  The library has a 

great variety of reading 

material.  There are 

magazines, books, 

dictionaries and even a few 

newspapers!  I personally 

really enjoy reading and find 

that the library has a great 

selection of novels.  It is also very 

well organized.  It’s never hard to 

find a good book and there are a 

lot of very new releases.  The 

library is also very handy for 

studying.  It’s a nice quite place 

and easy to get down to work 

there.  Sometimes it’s hard to 

find time at home to study so it is 

tremendous to have a place like 

our library to go to.  Another 

thing is the facilities are really 

good.  There is always a 

computer or laptop free if you 

need to use it for whatever 

reason.  The library is a very fun 

place.  There is a constant flow 

of games, puzzles and quizzes to 

take part in with awesome 

prizes.  Ms Dillon obviously 

works very hard to make a 

library a fun place and it has 

definitely paid off! As a first year 

I am very grateful the library is 

there and know for a fact I 

would miss it immensely if it 

was not.  It is definitely one of 

my favourite rooms in the 

entire school and would spend 

all my time there if I could!   
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“People could 

behave how 

they liked, but 

Allan 

considered 

that in general 

it was quite 

unnecessary to 

be grumpy if 

you had the 

chance not 

to.” 

The Hundred Year 

old Man Who 

Climbed out of the 

Window and 

Disappeared, Jonas 

Jonasson 
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Book Lovers Club 

5th Year Book lovers Club Books 

Since I have started working 

in Cluny Library I have had 

book clubs for all years.  

Each book club would read 

and chat about the same 

book.  To spice things up and 

to add a bit of variety to 

book club I have changed 

Book Club to Book Lovers 

Club where we won’t just 

read and talk about the same 

book we can talk about 

anything to do with books.  

For instance we can talk 

about books and movies, 

new books, what we’d like to 

read, our favourite books—

or anything else that’s  book 

worthy.  Book Lovers Club is 

very much student orientated 

where students can pick 

what we’ll talk about.  We’ve 

already had some very fun 

Book Lovers Club.  1st years 

had to read a book with red 

on it and they read a whole 

variety of different books.  

5th years had to choose a 

book for a friend which was 

great fun.  They even picked 

Book Bites: 20 Second Interview  
Ms Darmody, Irish Teacher 

What are you reading right now? 

Brooklyn by Colm Tóibín 

What was your favourite book as a teenager ? 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

It depends on my mood but books nearly always win 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

Pride and Prejudice, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and maybe Ulysses (as it’s on my to read list) 

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 

7    

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Escape 

 

a book for me which was The 

Hundred Year Old Man who 

Climbed out of the Window and 

disappeared.  I really enjoyed it 

and it was probably something I 

wouldn’t have picked up for my 

self.  In the library I have set up 

a special Book Lover’s Club 

notice board which will keep 

students informed of what’s on 

and when. I hope Book Lover’s 

Club will encourage students 

to read books they normally 

wouldn’t read and most of all 

that they want to read more.  



World War 1 Exhibition 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  1  

To commemorate  the 

centenary of the outbreak of 

World War 1 I showcased an 

exhibition in the library.  

During my research I found 

some fascinating information 

such as copies of old letters 

from sons writing to their 

parents from the front.  

Despite all the heart-breaking 

stories there were still many 

heart-warming and uplifting 

ones.  For example there were 

various accounts of a 

Christmas truce amongst 

German and British soldiers 

on Christmas Eve, 1914 where 

they sang Christmas Carols 

together.  There were also 

letters from soldiers telling 

their mothers they were ok.  

As part of the exhibition in the 

library I really wanted to touch 

on the human element and 

what life was like during the 

war.  Students could read 

about how women’s roles had 

changed, what families had to 

do to cope during the blitz, the 

aftermath of the war on 

soldiers and why many Irish 

choose to fight with Britain.  In 

one sense 1914 seems so long 

ago however we are really just 

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  f e w 

generations.  From this School 

Ms Wolahan’s grandfather and 

two of Ms Stout’s great grand 

uncles fought in ‘the Great 

War’. The war escalated after 

the assassination of Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand.  I don’t 

believe it was a war about 

justice, it was a war about 

greed.  World War 1 armies 

weren’t made up of trained 

soldiers instead each country 

depended on ordinary 

people signing up.  This is 

what made it so tragic.   I 

could provide you with a list 

of statistics of how many 

men, women and children 

died in the war.  But 

statistics are just numbers 

and I believe to really 

understand the sheer terror 

of World War 1 we must 

consider the personal loss.  

Someone’s grandfather, 

grandmother, father, mother, 

uncle, aunt, son, daughter, 

friend or neighbour died or 

As part of World War 1 week I invited Michael Moylan of Irish History Live to come 

and do a presentation with  the 1st Years on World War 1.  History Live is  like a 

travelling museum where students can examine old artefacts,  try on uniforms and 

look at some old armoury and weapons.  The idea behind History Live is to allow 

students to learn experientially about different periods in History.  For instance 

students got to dress up in French, German , Ottoman, British and Russian 

uniforms—so they could have an understanding of the empires that existed coming 

up to the outbreak of World War 1.  They got to examine various weapons and as 

each student held a weapon, Michael spoke about the arms race.    All three first 

year classes were brought in separately for a 40 minute period and from my 

observation student’s seemed to really enjoy it.  In fact, 40 minutes wasn’t enough!  

Which is definitely a good sign.  It was a fun and interactive way for students to 

learn and I hope they all did learn something about the ‘Great War’.   

History Live in Cluny Library 
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were killed during the 

war.  As Wilfred Owen 

aptly put... 

My friend, you 

would not tell 

with such high 

zest 

To children 

ardent for some 

desperate glory, 

The old Lie, 

Dulce et 

Decorum est 

Pro Parti Mori  

Wilfred Owen 



 

Hi girls, so out of 10 how much 

would you say you like reading? 

Isobel:  Eleven 

Laoise:   If it’s a good book I would say 

ten but it’s hard to get back into with 

school and being busy 

Ciara:  I’m trying to think I would say 9 

½ to 10 

Aisling:  I would say 10 but it’s hard at 

the moment to find time 

Do you all think it’s hard to find 

the time to read? 

Aisling: Yes 

Laoise: When I’m in the middle of a 

really good book I’ll find the time but in 

between books it’s harder to find the 

time 

So if you do find a book you like to 

read how do you find the time to 

read it? 

Ciara:  I make the time 

What is your favourite time to 

read? 

Laoise:  In bed 

Aisling:  I like to read anytime.  If I had 

the time I’d read all the time.  When I 

was younger I read all the time 

Ciara:  Before I go to sleep 

Isobel:  Summer at the beach.  I usually 

bring about 10 to 15 books with me 

and just read all the time.  Otherwise 

I’d read before I go to bed and usually 

early in the morning.  It’s easier to have 

the time to read in 2nd and 3rd year it’s 

more difficult in 5th and 6th year 

Aisling:  In primary school I used to get 

through a book a day 

This year I have employed four student librarians who have been helping in the library.  

The student librarians are Isabel Pert-Curto (6N), Aisling Roche (5C), Ciara Young 

(5N) and Laoise Mangan (5L),  Below is a short little interview I had with them.  

Library Chat: with Student Librarians 

Isobel:  We had more time to read 

then, the teacher would just so “ok 

let’s get a book and read” 

Ciara:  I really liked the 2nd year 

reading class 

Aisling:  Me too, I loved it 

Laoise:  It gave you time to get into a 

new book 

Aisling:  It was so relaxing to be able 

to read.  

Isobel:  If students who don’t usually 

read were given the time to read 

they might be able to get into a good 

book 

So have you a favourite book? 

Laoise:  I was preparing for this 

question but I can’t think of one 

Isobel:  I don’t have a favourite book I 

have a favourite author.  I really like 

Chris Carter and Tania Carvier.  I 

like to read anything gruesome 

Aisling:  I really like the Butterfly 

books. 

Ciara:  It changes.  The one I’m 

reading now is called The Astronaut’s 

Guide to Life on Earth. 

Is it fiction? 

Ciara:  No it’s a sort of biography.  

It’s about an astronaut who travelled 

into space.  I think it’s really good.  I 

have no knowledge of space or 

anything but I’ve been able to pick it 

up.   

How did you pick this book? 

Ciara:  I saw him on the Late Late 

and my mum picked it up for me.  

It’s different than the books I would 

normally read 

How do you usually pick your 

books? 

Isobel:  My Dad, we have the same 

taste in reading 

Laoise:  If my friends are talking about 

some books,  I don’t have the same 

taste as all my friends but if it sounds 

interesting I might read it.  I also 

google books 

Isobel:  Yes, the internet is good for 

showing you might also like… 

Like the way Goodreads works? 

Isobel:  Yes 

Aisling:  I like to pick books myself but 

my mum picked The Captains 

Daughter which is about the Titanic 

and she knew I was really interested 

in the Titanic  

What would  you say to any 

students who don’t like to read? 

Ciara:  Have a go 

Aisling:  Not to say no to reading 

Laoise: It might take a couple of goes 

to find the right book 

Aisling:  and you might love it and 

read it over and over again.  I used to 

love Jacqueline Wilson in primary 

school and I used to read them over 

and over again.   

Ciara:  Bookclub is really good 

because it’s got me interested in 

different genre of books 

Isobel:  It’s crazy not to give reading a 

go.  I find it takes everything away 

and you don’t have to worry.  For 

example I had 5  to 6 tests to study 

for and when I opened by book later 

it completely relaxed me 

“Today you are You, that is truer than true. There is no one alive who is Youer than You.” 

Dr Suess 


