
 

Welcome to this year’s edition of Cluny Library 

News.  At the end of last year I presented a 

library survey to one class in each year.  The idea 

was to find out what student’s thought of the 

library and if there were any changes or 

improvements I could make.  It was great getting 

feedback from the students and thanks to some 

suggestions I have been continually working to 

improve the library.  One of the most common 

suggestions was to get more books in the library 

– which can only mean students want to read 

more.  Other examples of suggestions were to 

continue with the themed Weeks, find ways of 

recommending books to students and introduce a 

film club.  I presented the findings of the survey to 

all classes in September and here is an example of 

some of the things I have been doing.   

I have promised to buy more books this 
year 

I have created a new section in the 
library that displays new books.  This 
new section also features series/ book of 
the week which I introduced this year 

To help student’s be aware what’s in the 
library students can now access the 
library catalogue. 

I have provided recommendation slips 
and a book suggestion box in the library 

I have promised to continue with themed 
weeks which a lot of student’s seem to 
enjoy.  So far this year there’s been a 
woodland theme, Halloween theme and a 
Christmas theme. 

Over 1000 books have been borrowed from the 
library to date. I hope student’s enthusiasm will 
continue and that I’ll have another successful 
year in the library 
Ms. Dillon 

For open day and to keep with 

my promise of continuing with 

themed weeks, in September  I 

had a woodland/ fairy theme in 

the library.  It started from a 

reading tree I introduced last 

year and literally the idea grew 

from there.  I put castle tops on 

the library book shelves, had 

toadstools dotted around and 

had a green archway in the 

entrance in the library  -  just to 

add that little bit of magic.    

I also wanted to use this theme 

to promote fantasy books in the 

library.  As with most themed 

weeks I do I like to keep them 

as cross-curricular as possible. A 

woodland theme was a perfect 

opportunity to link in with 

biology and green schools.  I 

d isplayed some projects 

student’s did last year on edible 

plants as well as some examples 

from bird of the month in green 

schools.    

 As part of the theme I had a 

“Woodland Theme Quiz” .  

Student’s who took part had to 

answer questions on plants, 

insects, worms, humming birds 

and trees.   
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B O O K  

C L U B S   

1st Year 

Dragonfly Pool 

The Diamond of 

Drury Lane 

 

2nd Year 

The Diamond of 

Drury Lane 

The Knife of Never 

Letting Go 

 

3rd Year 

The Declaration 

And by the Way 

 

4th Year 

Paper Towns 

And by the Way 

 

5th Year 

Shutter Island 

Night 

 

6th Year 

Shutter  Island 

1984 

Be yourself. 
Especially, do not feign affection. 

Neither be critical about love; for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment it is 
as perennial as the grass.— Max Ehrmann, Desiderata 



P A G E  2  

Oh! I have slipped the 
surly bonds of earth 
 
And danced the skies 
on laughter-silvered 
wings; 
 
Sunward I've climbed, 
and joined the 
tumbling mirth 
 
Of sun-split clouds - 
and done a hundred 
things 

John Gillespie 
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My Top Five Reads 

This probably won’t surprise you, since I am a librarian, that I love to read..  Over the years I have read 

books that have inspired me, intrigued me and which I just couldn’t put down.  I’ve created a little list of 

my “Top Five Reads”.  I have to admit it has been quiet difficult to make the list.  Over the years many 

books especially Memoirs of a Geisha, Bel Canto, A Suitable Boy, Kane and Able and The Power of One have 

had a prominent place on my top five only to be relegated by other awe inspiring books.  These books to 

this day I still think are among the best I have ever read but just by an ever so slight margin, have failed to 

make it to my current “top five hall of fame”.  The books that have made my current list, have done so 

because 

1. Right from the start I just couldn’t put them down 

2. I would chose to have these books if I was ever stranded on a desert island 

3. I have loved them the second time I read them as much as the first 

 

The little prince by Antoine de Saint-Éxupery  

I read this book when I spent a year in France.  It tells the story of a little boy who leaves the safety of his 

own tiny planet to travel the universe, learning the vagaries of adult behaviour through a series of 

extraordinary encounters.  This is a beautiful book that touched me from the start.  It’s a timeless classic 

which I have read over and over again.  

 

Catcher in the Rye by J.D Sallinger 

I finished this book in a day.  While it may not be to everyone’s taste, I loved it.  It tells the story of 

Holden who narrates the story of a couple of days of his sixteen-year-old life, just after he’s been expelled 

from prep school.  The style of language in this book was different to most other books I’ve read.  Its’ 

edginess kept me gripped from page one. 

 

Dracula by Brams Stoker 

I was really surprised that I liked this book so much. This book has encouraged me to read other gothic 

horror novels such as Frankenstein and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  Stoker creates an eerie 

atmosphere by telling the story through a series of journal entries, letters and telegrams. Dracula as a 

character intrigued me, as well as the spooky setting and plotline.  I’m not generally interested in vampire 

stories but this classic story has rightfully stood the test of time.   

 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë  

If there’s ever I book I could get lost in, it’s Jane Eyre.  It has everything that encapsulates a good read – 

mystery, suspense, love, friendship and turmoil.  It tells the story of Jane Eyre who is orphaned into the 

household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead, subject to the cruel regime at Lowood charity school and then 

takes the post of governess in Thornfield.  It’s thought provoking, engaging and the next time I pick it up, I 

know I won’t be able to put it down.  

 

Wild Swans:  three daughters of China by Jung Chang 

This is one of the most interesting books I have read. It chronicles the story of three generations in China 

and portrays the impact Mao had during the Cultural Revolution.  I learnt so much about the culture and 

history of China from reading this book.  I found the story gripping and ultimately inspiring.  It may be a 

depressing book but it is also a story of courage, resilience and a will to survive.   

 



President John F. Kennedy Exhibition 
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T o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e 

assassination of President John F. 

Kennedy (JFK) I am displaying an 

exhibition in the library.  Although 

my initial intention was to have a 

relatively small exhibition, there 

was such a wealth of information 

out there on JFK that I had to 

extend it.  In the exhibition I have 

included details of his life, his time 

in Ireland, his involvement in civil 

rights, his space program, the 

inaugural speech  and details of his 

assassination. I  found the 

circumstances leading up to his 

assassination fascinating.  For 

instance, one women had written 

to the white house warning the 

President not to come due to 

unsettling “air” in Dallas. Lee 

Harvey Oswald’s landlady asked 

her husband to get rid of a gun she 

found belonging to him  - her 

husband never did. Like all 

exhibitions I do, I hope the 

students here can take 

something from it.  To 

encourage them to learn I have 

created an advent calendar quiz 

where student’s must answer 24 

questions on the exhibition.  

Students who take part could 

win a pair of cinema tickets.  

Cathy Cassidy was born in Coventry U.K in 1962 and ever since she was a young girl she always wanted to 

be a writer. 

Cathy wrote a story for her baby brother and strived to make it look like a proper book.  So when she 
wrote it, she wrote it all in block capitals, and when it came to the cover, she stuck endless amounts of sticky 
tape onto the cover, to get the shiny effect of a real book.  It took her a long time to make and when it came 

to showing her baby brother, he had eaten it in the space of a few minutes!! 

Cathy has admitted that she loves to read, write and daydream, and was known for being a big daydreamer 
when she was a child.  Cathy says that she thinks writing is the best job in the world and the perfect excuse 

to daydream! 

Cathy Cassidy recently came to Ireland at the Mountains to Sea Book Festival, and told the audience about 
her latest books.  She also signed books and gave some great tips on how to become a fabulous author like 

herself.  Here are some of her tips 

Write every day, even if it’s just a little 
Write for YOU not because school tells you to! 
Write about the things that you care about – the passion will show in your work 
Don’t be afraid to write “in the style of” your favourite author – you can learn a lot about style and 

narrative this way 

Write in a journal or a school magazine – anything you can do to get practice helps! 

As you probably know by now, Cathy Cassidy is a truly phenomenal author! 

Cathy Cassidy books that you may find in the Cluny Library include: Marshmallow Skye, Dizzy and many, 

many more.  

I love decorating the library for themed 

weeks and different events and Christmas 

is no exception. It creates a nice 

atmosphere and let’s everyone get into 

the Christmas spirit.  My intention is also 

that it might attract more students into 

the  library.  I believe making it fun and an 

attractive place will make it more inviting. 

This is helped by the new addition to the 

library  -  the little deer which I think has 

created a certain kind of  “awe” factor in 

the library.   

Getting into the Christmas Spirit 

Cathy Cassidy - by Holly Hunt (1W) 
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Book Bites: 20 Second Interview  
with Anne Marie Doyle, History Teacher 

What are you reading right now? 

Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult 

What was your favourite book as a teenager ? 

The Land by Midlred D. Taylor I love all her books 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

Books every time.  Unless I’m really really tired and can’t concentrate on a book, then TV 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

Calling me Home by Julie Kibler; Any Nicolas Sparks’ books  - I love a good Love Story.  A book on how to 

survive on a desert island!!  

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you?     

10.  I love books, on a holiday I will read a book a day 

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Love them!  Although that’s two words.  Sorry it was the first thing to come to my head 

 

Hi girls, how are you finding it as school librarians? 

Amy:  I’m finding I’m learning a lot 

Laura:  It’s good work experience, especially when we get 

to work behind the desk 

Kelly:  It’s engaging and great fun 

 

So do you like reading? 

Niamh:  I love reading 

Gemma:  and I love reading too 

Therese: I’m getting to like it. 

Laura:  The book clubs are good, they encourage you to 

read 

Amy:  It broadens your horizons 

Kelly:  Book clubs make you read books you might have 

never read before 

 

And what types of books do you enjoy reading? 

Gemma:  I like all types of books 

Kelly:  I like books that are set in Ireland as I feel you can 

relate to them 

This year I have employed six student librarians who have been helping in the library.  The student’s come to the library once a 

week and have being doing various library duties such as shelving books, working at the library desk, and helping out at themed 

weeks.  The student librarians are Amy McRedmond (6L) , Therese Hussey (6C), Laura O’Connor (6C), Niamh Forster (6C), 

Kelly Livingston (6N)  and Gemma Matthews (6N).  Below is a short little interview I had with them.  

Library Chat: with Student Librarians 

Are any of you reading books right now, and if so what 

are you reading? 

Laura:  I’m reading Harry Potter 

Therese:  Lord of the Flies and it’s really exciting 

Kelly: The Lucky one 

Amy:  I’ve flicking through different books on my Kindle 

 

What’s your favourite book? 

Amy: I love all the Percy Jackson books 

Jemma:  Where rainbows End by Celia Ahern, I love that book 

Kelly and Laura:  The Fault in our Stars. 

Laura: It’s such a life changing book 

Niamh:  I love a book called Know Me 

Therese:  I’ve read The Perks of being a Wallflower and thought it 

was really good  

 

What advice would you give to any aspiring student 

librarians? 

Jemma:  Get involved in book clubs and in the library 

Laura:  Make the best use of the library 

If of all words of tongue and pen, 

The saddest are, "It might have been," 

More sad are these we daily see: 

"It is, but hadn't ought to be." 

John Greenleaf Whittier – Maud 

Muller 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,  

and I choose the one less traveled by,  

and that has made all the difference. 

 

Robert Frost – The Road Less Travelled 

Who hath not proved how feebly words 

essay 

To fix one spark of beauty’s heavenly ray? 

Who doth not feel, until his failing sight 

Faints into dimness with its own delight  

Lord Byron – The Bride of Abydos 


