
a new fixture in the library.  It 

looks a bit like a wishing tree 

except students and staff are 

invited to write their names and 

their favourite books. Already 

the branches of the tree are 

filling up with people’s favourite 

books.  I hope that this year will 

be exciting and dynamic in the 

library and I am looking forward 

to an exciting year ahead.    

Ms Dillon, School Librarian 

I am now into my second year 

as School Librarian at St Joseph 

of Cluny and I am delighted to 

report that the girls are more 

enthusiastic about reading than 

ever.  The number of books 

borrowed from the library from 

the start of the year till 3rd 

December is 2204  The Book 

clubs have already started and 

I’m delighted to report that all 

years from 1st to 6th year are 

taking part.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

To improve things in the library 

I have introduced a few small 

changes this year.   

A return box has been 

placed outside the 

library so that books 

can be returned even if 

the library is closed.   

I’ve rearranged the 

fiction section by genre 

to make it easier for the 

girls to choose what 

books they’d like to 

read  

I’ve extended the loan 

period from two weeks 

to three weeks to allow 

for anyone who needs a 

little more time to read 

a book.    

 

A reading tree has also become 

Every now and again I like to 

display an exhibition in the 

library.  I like to think of it as 

turning the library into a mini 

museum.  Last year there was 

the titanic and this year so far 

I’ve had two exhibitions.  The 

first featured “The landing of the 

moon” to commemorate the 

passing away of Neil Armstrong, 

the first man to have landed on 

the moon.  The exhibition 

included information on the 

landing, facts about the moon, a 

quiz and a running documentary.  

My latest exhibition has been 

part of my Halloween Harry 

Potter theme.  I placed a 

“restricted section” in the 

library which has displayed 

information on book burning in  

 

Berlin during World War II, 

what literature was banned 

during the Cultural Revolution 

in China, what the Taliban 

restricted as well as information 

on Malala Yousufzai the 14 year 

old Pakistani blogger who was 

shot by the Taliban.  The idea is 

to show that some things, such 

as books and the opportunity to 

learn, should never be taken for 

granted.   
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B O O K  

C L U B S   

1st Year 

Dragonfly Pool 

The Thief Lord 

 

2nd Year 

13 Reasons Why 

 

3rd Year 

Knife of never 

letting go 

Someone like you 

 

4th Year 

The Help 

Someone like you 

 

5th Year 

My Sister’s keeper 

13 Reasons why 

 

6th Year 

19 Minutes 

Paper Towns 

Cluny Library Reading Tree 

“Whenever you read a 

good book, somewhere in 

the world a door opens to 

allow in more light.”  

Vera Nazarian  

Landing on the Moon 



P A G E  2  

“What really knocks 

me out is a book that, 

when you're all done 

reading it, you wish the 

author that wrote it 

was a terrific friend of 

yours and you could 

call him up on the 

phone whenever you 

felt like it. That doesn't 

happen much, though.”  

― J.D. Salinger, The 

Catcher in the Rye 

Although I’m not a huge Dickens fan one of the most influential novels I have ever read has to be ‘Great 

Expectations’. It has had an enduring appeal for me over the years both because it contains an astonishing 

array of scoundrels, excess of all kinds, eccentrics, deeply good men in the apparel of the downtrodden 

and a collection of bizarre and deeply cruel women!  This it is a novel about place i.e. the marshes, 

London, the river Thames, the forge among other dramatic locations. It is about home, less about where 

we reside and more about the true meaning of home. Above all it is of course a novel about Pip, the 

orphan and blacksmiths apprentice turned gentleman. We follow Pips journey from childhood to 

adulthood and watch him as he is subjected to cruelty, snobbery and deceit of all kinds on his path to 

trying to better himself. Pip is the quintessential English hero, pitted against all the darker forces of the 

class ridden society of Victorian England, longing for education “restless, aspiring, discontented me…I 

want to be a gentleman.” 

 I still remember the excitement of reading ‘Great Expectations’ in second year in school. We read 

sections of the novel in class. Every day brought us to a different location - the unique world of the bleak 

marshes and escaped convicts, the gothic mansion that was Satis House, the sophistication of Victorian 

London and its underside in the world of the Old Bailey and prison yards. Along with all that there was 

the developing romance of Pip and Estella. 

 What a glorious, astonishing gothic thriller this book is! Who else but Dickens could create a character 

like Ms Havisham, presiding over Satis House, locked in a moment of time for the rest of her life in all her 

jilted splendour, think about it - twenty years in those satin shoes and bridal dress!. And then there’s 

Jaggers the unscrupulous lawyer, forever washing his hands, with all those death masks of his favourite 

criminals poised glumly on the walls of his office. Or his assistant Wemmick and his Aged Parent living in 

the tiny castle in Walworth with its drawbridge, moat and cannon and partial to Ms Skiffins around whose 

waist he would regularly  try to slip his arm!  Joe Gargery, the blacksmith, is the moral centre of the novel.  

He is as close to a parent as Pip would ever have, morally upright, gentle and decent but maddening in 

enduring too much of Pips neglect for far too long. 

Any visit I make to London now, particularly in the winter, recalls ‘Great Expectations’ for me because I 

invariably associate the city with it. Christmas today, with all its modern excess, has no comparison with 

that dramatic chapter on Christmas day in the forge. Who could forget the Christmas meal with the awful 

hypocrite Pumblechook presiding over that side of ham and the Victorian plum pudding, lecturing the poor 

and hungry Pip. The Christmas gift of a loaf of bread given by Pip to the escaped convict Magwich, along 

with a file to remove the chain on his leg, was a brilliant Christmas day gesture which ultimately changes 

Pips life forever. 

Pip never fails us in the novel. He wanders off the right path for a while in his efforts to better his 

expectations. Estella and Ms Havisham make him feel only contempt for the trade of blacksmith, which he 

comes to consider common. His essential goodness as a person reasserts itself in the last quarter of the 

novel though. He is thoughtful and sensitive and learns to appreciate Joe and Magwich and to have respect 

for goodness, apart from that individuals’ wealth or status. Great Expectations is one of the great novels of 

transcendence. 

 I would have wished Pip a less cold life partner than Estella though, she who is full of poise and snobbery. 

She makes Pip feel wretched for most of the novel after all. But then we do accept the union of Elizabeth 

Bennett and the cold Mr. D’Arcy in the other Jane Austen “best loved” romantic union. 

I look forward to seeing the latest film version this Christmas. I hope it does some justice to this novel 

which has so many resonances for our modern world.’ Great Expectations’ is best read as a novel though. 

“I was too cowardly to do what I knew to be right “Pip reflects at one point “as I had been too cowardly 

to avoid doing what I knew to be wrong.” The quiet honesty of this chastened young man is best 

understood through the pages of the unfolding drama of this great novel. Best read at this time of the year 

too. A seasonal cracker! 

C L U N Y  L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

My Favourite Book as a Teenager  - Ms Mary White, Principal 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/819789.J_D_Salinger
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3036731
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3036731
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“Please let it be Griffyndor, please 

let it be Griffyndor” Harry Potter 

might have said these words as the 

sorting hat was placed on his head 

to decide which school he’d attend 

at Hogworts.  But this time it was 

a student at Cluny who wished it 

while she spun the Harry Potter 

sorting hat in the library.  She was  

 

 

 

 

one of many who popped in to try 

their luck.  The sorting hat was 

placed in centre of the library.  

Circled around this were four 

tables that represented each 

Hogwort house with books on 

each table.  All students had to do 

was give a little spin (or a big one) 

and whatever house the pointer 

on the hat stopped at students 

would pick a book from that table.  

“Yes I got Ravenclaw” or “Yes I 

got Griffyndor” were typical 

shouts of glee as students got into 

the spirit of the game.  Moreover 

it was a fun way in which they 

could select books to read.  

Evidently having a Harry Potter 

sorting Hat wasn’t enough the 

library was also decorated in a 

gothic mansion theme with ghosts, 

skeletons, spooky shadows and 

anything that could go bump in the 

night!!!! 

Definitely my favourite place in the school!  Always welcoming and comfortable.  I love looking at the 

calendar on the wall to see what events are coming up.  Before the Halloween midterm Ms Dillon decorated 

the library with a Harry Potter theme, and made a really cool replica of the sorting hat.  It gave a fun twist on 

choosing what books to read.  Anyone could go and spin the hat and wait for it to point to a house crest.  

There .  were four tables around the hat piled with books for each house.  At lunchtime on the 12 th 

November the first years met for our first book club.  We read ‘The Dragonfly Pool’ by Eva Ibottson and 

shared our thoughts and opinions.  The book was during World War I where a girl called Tally was sent to a 

Boarding School to escape any violence.  The school was very relaxed and laid back but full of very 

interesting students and teachers.  We are meeting again on the 17th of December.  Our new book is called 

‘The Thief Lord’ by Cornelia Funke.  I think all students should make use of the library facilities and join in the 

library events and activities 

book.  Ryan Philipps from 103.8fm was 

there to launch the book much to the 

delight of everyone around.  If I could 

think of one word to sum up the event it 

would be “fun”.  There was treats waiting 

for everyone there, the girls all got their 

books individually signed by Denise (and 

some got autographs from Ryan Phillips 

too), the speeches were warm and 

inspiring and the balloon game at the end 

was a great entertainment for all.  I now 

appreciate how hard it is to keep two 

balloons up in the air.  I’ve read all books 

now and like the first two novels And by 

and way and And for your information, this 

book did not disappoint.  It was warm, 

thoughtful and inspiring.  The books 

were so good they should really be 

made into a movie and if this happens I’ll 

be the first in the queue to the cinema.   

Myself and some lucky fifth year 

students attended Denise Deegan’s 

launch of her new book “And 

Actually”.  It’s the third and final part 

of the Butterfly novels which tells 

the story of three friends in 

transition year Alex, Sarah and 

Rachel.  Each book is written from 

the point of view of a different 

character and this book was told 

through the eyes of Rachel, the 

more cautious of all the friends.  The 

launch took place in Dubray books in 

the Blackrock shopping centre and 

the room was packed with adults 

and teenagers alike, all eager to listen 

to what Denise would say about the 

Harry  

Potter  

Sorting  

Hat at  

Halloween 

Book Launch: “And Actually” 

The School Library - by Mairead Martin (1Y) 

Literacy isn't 

just about 

reading, writing, 

and 

comprehension. 

It's about 

culture, 

professionalism, 

and social 

outlook.”  

Taylor Ellwood  

Ellen Ashe, Kelly Livingston, Niamh Forester, 

Zoe Byrne, Sophie Jones, Zoe Harvey-

Graham, Rachel Hickey, Shauna Rogerson 

and Emma Horkan with Denise Deegan 



Book Bites: 20 Second Interview  
with Ciaran Hartigan, English Teacher 

What are you reading right now? 

I just started “The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo”.  

What was your favourite book as a teenager ? 

Anything by Stephen King.  Probably Salems Lot or The Stand 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

Well, I have to say books don’t I? But I do love TV when I’m too tired to read.  

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel,  Lord of the Flies by William Golding and Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe, 

for a little bit of atmospheric reading 

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you?    7 

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Cover (followed by Judge) 

 

 

Hi girls, so first question, why did you decide to become library prefects? 

Niamh:  It’s my last year in the library and I thought it would be a good way to get involved in it 

Aine:  I felt the same that’s why we both (me and Niamh) decided to become library prefects. 

Aoife:  I’m constantly in the library anyway 

Anastasia:  Since first year I wanted to be a library prefect 

Is there any particular type of genre of book that you like? 

Claire:  I love dystopian books. 

Aoife:  I tend to switch between genres.  I like crime novels but I’ll move on to something else as well 

Emma:  I’m not really in to real life stories but I like books with people who have magic powers like Harry Potter.   

I find there are a lot of poor standard books out there written for teenagers and I get the impression the 

author just wants to have a book on a shelf and make money.  What do you think of this? 

Aoife:  I think authors have to sign up for a trilogy before they write the books which means they have to write three books 

when two books might have been enough.   

I personally felt this happened with the Hunger Games Trilogy? 

Emma:  The second book could have been left out. I didn’t really like that one.   

Claire:  There are other books like “Noughts and Crosses” by Malorie Blackman where the second isn’t as good as the first.   

And what do you think about reading in general, do you think everyone should read or do you think it’s a 

personal thing? 

Claire:  I think it’s a personal thing, you can’t push it. 

Emma:  I think everyone can enjoy reading but not everyone likes the habit of reading. 

Claire:  I didn’t start reading till third year 

So Claire what got you in to reading? 

Claire:  I started reading Michelle Magorian books and thought they were really good. 

Emma:  I started reading at the end of first class and have been in to books ever since 

And do you have a favourite book? 

Claire:  My favourite is “Goodnight Mr Tom” by Michelle Majorian 

Orlaith:  No it’s hard to have a favourite 

Anastasia:  Mine is The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern. 

Aine:  My favourite tends to sometimes be the most recent book I read.  This time it’s Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult 

Aoife:  I don’t have a favourite, it changes all the time. 

Emma:  Mine changes all the time too but you can’t beat Harry Potter.   

So how do you think students who aren’t into reading could be encouraged to read? 

Emma:  If they can’t get into a book they should just change the book 

Anastasia:  They just need to get used to getting into the habit of reading.   

This year I have seven sixth year students who signed up to be a library prefect.  They are Emma Crotty (6L), Aoife Geoghegan 

(6N), Claire Lambert (6C), Orlaith Loy (6L), Anastasia Blinova Mikhailovna (6C), Aine Flanagan (6C) and Niamh Fahy (6N) 

Library Chat: with the senior Library Prefects 


