
 

 

tion, Halloween, Christmas, 

Chinese Week and ‘At the Mov-

ies’ week.  I think my favourite 

time though was decorating it 

for Halloween.  It’s amazing 

how the library can be trans-

formed with some cobwebs and   

bloodcurdling creatures.  I’m 

just hoping next year I can make 

it twice as scary.   

I have really enjoyed the stu-

dents coming into the library 

this year and getting involved in 

all the events and activities.  All I 

hope is that next year I can do 

even better.  I am already put-

ting my thinking hat on for what 

I can do.   

Ms Dillon  

Welcome to the summer edi-

tion of Cluny Library News.  I 

would like to say a big thank 

you to Ms White, Ms Lambert, 

all the staff in Cluny and most of 

all, the students for their sup-

port and enthusiasm.  It has 

made my job as school librarian 

all the more pleasant.  I think 

it’s important to keep the li-

brary vibrant for everyone even 

those students who may not be 

as interested in reading.  This is 

why I organized various events 

and activities including book 

clubs, quizzes, puzzles and 

themed weeks.   

The puzzle of the week seems 

to be a favourite activity among 

many students.  Each week I 

post a different puzzle that stu-

dents have to solve.  This can be 

anything from a logic puzzle, to 

a riddle, to a dingbat.  It’s a fun 

way to get students into library 

while at the same time allowing 

their problem solving and lateral 

thinking skills to develop.  Staff 

have also got into trying to 

solve the puzzles and many a 

time I am stopped on the corri-

dor by a teacher who wants to 

see if their answer to the puzzle 

is correct.    

I have got great pleasure deco-

rating the library for the 

‘Landing on the Moon’ exhibi-

I gave two presentations to 

sixth year students this year.  

The first presentation was to 

help students learn how to use 

a college library and the second 

was on referencing.  Information 

on both these presentations are 

very important to know as it 

could help them get better 

grades and even avoid plagia-

rism. To help, I have included 

some tips and pointers here 

that might recap their memory.                                           

Using a College library 

 

Learn the layout of the 

library 

 

Go to library Classes 

Learn about databases, 

Journals and other 

electronic resources 

 

Bring your books back 

on time 

 

Referencing 

 

Ask your lecturer what 

referencing style to use 

 

Take note of the details of 

your resources as you do 

your research 

 

An in-text citation should 

be in the main body of the 

text and point the reader 

to the reference list at the 

end 

Some spooky decorations in 

the library at Halloween.  

Events, activities and puzzles.  
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Referencing and going to College.  
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Popular series of 

books read in 

Cluny Library 

The Hunger 

Games 

Harry Potter 

Pretty Little Liars 

Noughts and 

Crosses 

Gossip Girl 

Benedicts 

Twilight 

The Butterfly Nov-

els 

Percy Jackson 

Cherub Series 

Maximum Ride 

Series 

Chaos Walking 

Gone Series 

“Honesty is the first 
chapter in the book of 
wisdom” 

Thomas Jefferson 



P A G E  2  

“If you only read 

the books that 

everyone else is 

reading, you can 

only think what 

everyone else is 

thinking.”  

Haruki Murakami 

“There are only the 

pursued, the pursuing, 

the busy and the tired.” 

The Great Gatsby 

 only the pursued, the 

Summer Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

C L U N Y  L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

This summer many of our staff members will be taking time to do a bit of 

reading this summer.   

Here’s a list of what some of them they will be reading 

One Hundred Names by Cecila Ahern (Áine Dawdry) 

The Citadel by Kate Moss (Ms Smyth) 

One Day by David Nicholls (Regina Casey) 

The Passage Trilogy by Justin Cronin (Mr Browne) 

The Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother by Amy Chua (Ms Torpey) 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Mr O’Farrell) 

The Jewels of Paradise by Donna Leon (Ms Gale) 

To Kill a Mocking Bird by Harper Lee (Ms Doyle) 

Solace by Belinda McKeon (Ms Darmody) 

The Corrections by Jonathan Franzen (Ms Devaney) 

The litigators by John Grisham (Ms Rooney) 

Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert (Susan Crimmins) 

The Magus by John Fowles (Mr Byrne) 

The Alchemist by Paul Coelho (Ms Lambert) 

The Shadow of the Wind Trilogy by Carlos Ruis Zafrón (Karen Keenaghan) 

Thread Softly on my Dreams by Gretta Curran Browne (Trish Shanley) 

Physics of the Future by Michio Kaku (Mr McAllen) 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett (Ms Forde) 

Shantaram by Gregory David Roberts (Ms Ryan) 

A Dance with Dragons by George R.R. Martin (Ms Dillon) 

Bounce by Mathew Syed (Ms White) 

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson (Annette Hudson) 

Bird Song by Sebastian Faulks (Ms Wolohan) 

Seven Deadly Sins by David Walsh (Ms Marren) 

 



“At the Movies” Week 
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Despite the fact the Oscar season 

was well over, it was easy to find 

an excuse to add a bit of glitz and 

glamour to the library  in April.  

To celebrate and promote books 

that have been made into movies I 

had an “At 

the Movies” 

t h e m e d 

week. It was 

no Holly-

wood but  

the library 

did have a 

c e r t a i n 

charm to it.  

During this week students could 

walk down a red carpet, browse 

the many books that have been 

made into movies and take part in 

the “At the Movies” quiz.  Over 

one hundred students took part in 

the quiz which involved a number 

of questions whereby stu-

dents were given hints about 

books and had to guess the 

title.  The hints varied from 

who acted in the film ver-

sion to the characters in the 

book.  To add to the excite-

ment IMC Dun Laoghaire 

kindly donated some cinema tick-

ets that I used as prizes.  I have no 

doubt that there are many bud-

ding stars among the students in 

Cluny.  In the meantime at least 

movie week let them be stars for 

a little while.  

What are you reading right now? 

The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

Books  -  but I like TV too! 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

That’s far too difficult.! Complete works of Shakespeare (is that cheating?), Tolstoy’s War and Peace (in the hope I would finally get past 

page 100) and “A guide to edible plants and flowers” 

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 

I’m a seasonal bookwork  -  10 in summer and 3 to 8 the rest of the year.  

is to broaden students knowledge 

base of facts as well as showcasing 

to them what is available in the 

library.  I tend to not necessarily 

focus on what students are learn-

ing in the curriculum, instead I 

veer towards the weird, wonder-

ful and interesting.  For instance, 

some questions included “Name 

the first two Monkeys to return alive 

from a space ship in 1959?” and 

“Who invented the sandwich?”.  The 

reason I do this is to make it more 

attractive and fun for students to 

come into the library.  Quizzes 

have in fact proven to be very 

popular and feedback I received 

this year is that students would 

like me to continue on doing them 

next year.  So  hopefully I’ll think 

of plenty of weird, wonderful and 

interesting facts for next years 

quizzes.   

During the last two school years I 

have held quizzes in the library 

either as part of events such as 

Chinese Week or during special 

occasions such as Christmas.  It’s a 

fun way for students to get in-

volved in the library. The format 

for my quizzes vary slightly but all 

quizzes have entailed students 

having to look up information 

either in books, online, from an 

exhibition or in journals.  The idea 

Red carpet 

during “At 

the Movies” 

week 

Quizzes in the library 

Book bites: 20 second interview  
with Ms Gráinne McEvoy, English Teacher 

“Good 

friends, 

good books, 

and a sleepy 

conscience: 

this is the 

ideal life.” 

Mark 

Twain 

 



 

Library Chat:  
with Ayo Arogundade (5L), Fiona Deegan (5C) And Megan Ross (6C) 

Out of ten how much would you say you are interested in reading? 
Ayo:  I’d say ten out of ten but now I don’t have as much time so I don’t read as much 
So did you read much more when you were a child? 
Ayo: Definitely, I think I used really annoy my mum.  I’d get her to read me stories every night before I’d go to bed. 
So will you do any reading over the summer? 
Ayo: Yes, definitely. 
Fiona:  I’d say ten out of ten, well if it’s a good book it’s ten.  But like Ayo I don’t have enough time.  I do plan on 
reading for the holidays, you can get through loads of books when you are on holidays. 
Megan:  I’d be more five or six out of ten.  Time is a big factor and my interest has gone down steadily since first 
year.  I tend to download a few books to read but I like watching TV 
So if you had to choose between watching TV or reading which would you prefer? 
Ayo:  I don't’ actually watch that much TV and when I do I just tend to flick the channels. 
Fiona:  I’d prefer TV it’s more relaxing. 
Megan:  TV, I tend to like to watch something specific like say on Netflix. 
So if I gave you a challenge to give up one hour of TV a week and read instead do you think you’d be up for 
it? 
Ayo:  Yes, I would love it. 
Fiona:  I think that sounds a great idea 
Megan:  If I’m not doing homework I only tend to read recommended books, so it would depend on if anything has 
been recommended to me or not.  
Do you have a favourite book? 
Ayo:  Mine is Does my head look big in this? by Randel Abdel Fattah.  I read it during a library class in first year.  It was 
so interesting and covered so many topical themes. 
Fiona:  As a child I loved Noughts and Crosses by Majorie Blackman.  It was excellent and all the follow on books 
were really good too. 
Megan:  I loved Never let me go by Kazuo Ishiguro.  We are reading it as part of our English course but I had read it 
before that.  Unlike the movie, in the book you don’t know what’s going on so the suspense is better.  Skippy Dies is 
also a good book.  
When you do visit the school library what do you come for? 
Ayo, Fiona and Megan:  For the puzzle of the week!. 
Ayo:  I love doing the puzzle of the week it’s such good brain exercise. 
Do you find the puzzles too easy or difficult? 
Ayo:  I’d say in between but the feeling is great when you do solve them.   
Megan:  I never get the hangman 
Ayo:  I love the hangman.  You learn all these new words.   
Any other comments? 
Fiona:  I love the library, we should take more advantage that it’s here.   
Ayo:  I love the themes, it makes the library more exciting.  I remember some students got really excited when the 
Harry Potter thing was going on in the library.   

Puzzle Corner 
In the library each week I display a fact of the week, puzzle of the week and word of the week.  Here’s some 

for you to enjoy. 

Fact of the Week: True or False? 
 

No piece of paper can be folded in 
half more than 7 times?  

 

Europe is the third smallest conti-
nent on earth? 
 

Turtles don’t chew? 

 

Puzzle of the Week 

Can you solve the Riddle? 

I am not alive, but I grow; I don't 

have lungs, but I need air; I don't 

have a mouth, but water kills me. 

What am I? 

Word of the Week 
 

Can you guess the word for 
“the study of games and 

gaming” 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

 


