
“New Book, New World”  

as part of a logo competi-

tion. The centre of the logo 

represents the skylight in 

Cluny Library (as seen on 

the photo attached to this 

article) and has four open 

books surrounding its edges.  

The skylight is a central fix-

ture in Cluny Library and in 

many ways a book is symbol-

ic to a window looking out 

on to a new world.  So re-

member the next book your 

daughter reads may intro-

duce her to a new and excit-

ing world.   

Ms Dillon, School Librarian 

My first year as School Li-

brarian at St Joseph of Cluny 

has come to an end and I 

would like to say a big thank 

you to all staff and students 

for the wonderful support 

they have shown me.  I have 

been pleasantly surprised by 

the on-going enthusiasm for 

reading and the library and I 

hope this will continue each 

year.  Many events were 

organised last term in the 

library including Titanic week, 

an author visit, a library mys-

tery quiz, a library presenta-

tion to sixth year students 

and plenty of book clubs and 

journal clubs.  I am also very 

pleased to introduce a new 

library logo which I will be 

including from now on in the 

library newsletter and on 

any future library corre-

spondence. The logo is situ-

ated on the top left hand 

corner of this page and its’ 

purpose is to encompass 

what Cluny Library repre-

sents.  Amy McRedmond 

(4L) devised the tagline 

I previously worked in a 

college library and I noticed 

at the beginning of each se-

mester many new students 

would panic when entering 

the library.  Trying to re-

trieve the correct library 

resource from thousands 

can be quite a daunting task.  

When the time comes for 

your daughter to go to col-

lege, it would be worth her 

while to learn how to effec-

tively use a college library.  

In particular, identifying the 

most suitable resources and 

learning how to access them.  

If she does this there is a 

stronger possibility she will 

achieve higher grades in Col-

lege.  This year I gave all 

sixth year students a presen-

tation on “Surviving the Col-

lege Library” which I hope 

they will find useful.  I intend 

to give a similar presentation 

to next year’s sixth years but 

in the mean-time here are 

some top tips on making the 

most of a college library. 

Library Tips 

Learn how to use the library 

catalogue 

Get to know the layout of 

the library 

Don’t wait till last minute to 

get books from a reading list 

If there are any library classes 

go to them.   

All late books incur a fine so 

bring them back on time  
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Skylight in Cluny Library 

Books are the quietest and 
most constant of friends.  

They are the most accessible 
and wisest of counsellors and 
the most patient of teachers – 

Charles W. Elliot 
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“The only true 

equaliser in the 

world are books, 

the only treasure

-house open to 

all comers is a 

library; the only 

wealth which will 

not decay is 

knowledge, the 

only jewel which 

you can carry 

beyond the grave 

is wisdom” – J.A 

Langford 

 

Book Bites: 20 Second Interview 
with Trish Shanley, Receptionist 

My favourite book as a teenager, 
Ms Flaherty-Klapp 

As a teenager, my favourite novels were 

without a doubt Anne Rice’s Interview with 

a Vampire, written in 1976, and its succes-

sor, The Vampire Lestat. 

Long before the current Twilight series, 

even before Buffy- the Vampire Slayer, Anne 

Rice adapted Bram Stoker’ s idea of the 

bloodthirsty un-dead Dracula, and created 

the iconic vampires Louis and Lestat de 

Lioncourt. 

Louis is the melancholy, eternally suffering 

anti-hero, who deprives himself the only 

pleasure left to him, that of human blood, 

while Lestat, the hedonistic narcissist who 

sired him, enjoys toying with his hapless 

victims, preying on the wicked and power-

hungry of New Orleans, meting out his 

own type of vampire vigilante justice. The 

apparent polar-opposites of their charac-

ters, who are both alluring in their own 

way, exemplify to me the struggle within 

most humans, especially young adults and 

anyone undergoing  fundamental life 

changes. Louis’ torment and frustration at 

the deviousness of the world that passes 

him by, and which he is unable to change, 

made it very easy for me to identify with 

as a teenager.  

On the other hand, Lestat’s cynical, exces-

sive personality was resembling your typi-

cal 90s Hard Rock band lead singer, a 

character with lots of initiative, get-up and 

no nonsense prose that I quite like and 

enjoy to follow.  

The novels’ narratives traced their adven-

tures from the 18th century of the New 

World through 19th century Europe to 

present-day Los Angeles, affording a re-

markably realistic and entertaining insight 

into times gone by. Since I already had a 

great interest in history as a child, these 

novels fascinated me on many levels, and I 

must have read them several times over, 

whilst listening to 90’s Gothic Rock on my 

CD player. I have not read these novels 

or watched the Hollywood movie adapta-

tions in a while, but I think I might re-visit 

my old friends soon! 

What are you reading now? 

The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 

The Diary of Anne Frank, it’s an incredible account made all the more so because it’s a true 

story 

If you had to choose between books and TV what would you choose? 

It depends to be honest—sometimes I love the visual impact of TV/film but there are times 

when a written description prompts your own imagination to do the work of creating a scene 

or a scenario which is really satisfying 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert Island? 

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo Trilogy (I know that’s cheating but I couldn’t decide which 

ones to leave behind).  The Pocket Book of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, it’s full of interest-

ing info, I love it and The Story of Ireland by Neil Hegarty. I love to dip into this book every 

now and again. If I could bring one more (still cheating I know)  it’d be the Other hand by 

Chris Cleave.  I absolutely loved this book, it’s an excellent and thought-provoking read.   

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 

Probably a nine or a ten 

So if I say books what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Me-time 

C L U N Y  L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

Staff Corner 



When I saw how students greeted Denise Deegan’s butterfly novels with the same enthusiasm as 

the Hunger Games I knew what I had to do next.  I simply had to invite her to the school and with 

just one simple email she said yes.  I was thrilled on behalf of the students and when I made the 

announcement to 4th years in the concert hall that she would be visiting their class, I knew by their 

beaming smiles and enthusiastic cheer I had done the right thing. Denise has rightfully gained the 

celebrity status she deserves through her butterfly novels which are about three friends in transition year that 

go to Strandbrook College.  Her first two books And by the way and And for your information have been a huge 

success and it’s not surprising because the books were thoughtful, engaging and kept the reader gripped to the 

end.  More importantly they are about love, loss and friendship.  As Sarah Webb of the Irish Independent said 

“Think 90210 with a sprinkling of Dublin grit”.  The visit itself was a huge success.  Denise gave the girls some 

very useful tips about story-telling, spoke about her own experience as a writer and encouraged everyone to 

read.  There was also a little book club discussion at the end and the students were delighted when Denise 

announced her third book And Actually would be out in September 2012.  It would not be at all surprising if 

Denise’s visit not only created more enthusiastic readers but also some future budding writers.   

An Unsinkable Performance by 1st years in library 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  I ,  I S S U E  2  

If a stranger had happened to 

walk into the library on Thurs-

day afternoon on 22nd March 

2012 they could easily have 

been mistaken in thinking they 

had stepped back in time to a 

court room battle from 1912.  

Indeed what was really taking 

place was a mock trial, per-

formed by first year students 

from 1W, 1X and 1Y that 

commemorated the centenary 

of the sinking of the Titanic.  It 

was part of Titanic week that 

took place in the library and 

once again the first years out-

shone themselves with their 

superb performance.     The 

mock trial (scripted by the 

students themselves) was 

based on an actual trial that 

took place after the sinking of 

the Titanic in which Carla Jen-

sen sued White Star Lines, the 

company that owned the titan-

ic, for the loss of her fiancé 

Hans Peder Jensen.  The trial 

was attended by Ms White, Ms 

Lambert, Ms Gale, Ms Doyle, 

Ms O’Sullivan, Mr Hartigan and 

all sixth years happily attended 

to see their buddies perform.  

The performance kicked off 

with a synopsis on how the 

Titanic sank which was a nice 

lead into the court room dra-

ma that ensued.  The trial had 

everything a courtroom need-

ed: Judge, jury, barristers, wit-

nesses, a bailiff, and a stenog-

rapher, even hecklers in the 

audience. The judge kept or-

der in the court as both plain-

tiff and defence counsel grilled 

the witnesses.  When it was 

time for the jury to deliberate, 

the most obvious question 

crossed everyone’s lips – 

would the verdict be guilty or 

not guilty? During this time of 

deliberation guests were treat-

ed to a moving recital of poet-

ry, letter reading and diary 

entries that the students had 

written themselves depicting 

what could have been in the 

Titanic era.   And then the jury 

re-entered the courtroom and 

the audience sat in hushed 

silence as the moment of truth 

arrived – guilty or not guilty?   

The jury found White Star 

lines not guilty for the physical 

or emotional pain endured by 

Hans Peder Anderson and 

guilty for his death and loss of 

earnings.  Once again an un-

beatable performance by all 

accounts and court is ad-

journed till next year.   

Denise Deegan visits Cluny Library 

“Amazing” 

Mr Hartigan 

 

“Spectacular” 

Ms White 

 

“Outstanding” 

Ms Doyle 



Puzzle Corner 

Reading is to the mind 

is what exercise is to 

the body – Jo Godwin 

Hi girls, could you describe to me how much you like 

reading? 

Aisling Ruigrok:  I love reading.  I read every night.  Usually if 

I finish a book early in the night I’ll have another one ready 

and will start reading that straight away.  

Aisling Kearns:  I read every day.   

Did you always like reading or can you remember 

what book got you into reading?  

Aisling R:  I always liked reading even in primary school so I 

can’t really remember the first book that would have got me 

into reading 

Aisling K:  I started reading in first year in school because I 

was able to come into the library.  I think the book that got 

me into reading was The Sky’s Everywhere.   

What you reading right now? 

Aisling R.  I’m reading the Uglies series 

Aisling K:  I’ve just finished reading Heist Society which was 

really good.  I’m also reading the Angel Books and Passion 

Books.   

How many books would you read a week? 

Aisling R.  I’d usually read one every two nights 

Aisling K.  I’d be the same about every two nights 

Would you have a favourite book or books? 

Aisling R.  I love series of books like Harry Potter, The Maze 

Runner series and The Hunger Games 

Aisling K.  The cherub series are really good too 

What do you like about series of books? 

Aisling K.  I like when a book is a series because you have 

something to get into.   

Aisling R. You have to keep reading to find out what happens 

next.  

I’ve noticed students in this school like dystopian fic-

tion which is where there’s a totalitarian government 

running a country but they make people believe they 

are doing the right thing, like say the Hunger games 

or Uglies.  What excites you about books like these? 

Aisling K.  Once you start you can’t stop 

Aisling R.  Once you get into them you just have to keep 

reading them 

Do you think authors sometimes drag series out? 

Aisling K.  Yes but I’d still have to keep reading them to find 

out what happens 

Aisling R.  Yes I think they dragged it out a bit on the Hunger 

Games and also Uglies series but I still wouldn’t put them 

down I’d have to find out what happens next.  

What would you say to any student that isn’t into 

reading, is there anything that you could say that 

could get them into reading? 

Aisling R.  Well my sister hated reading; she used to be made 

to read every night.  Then I got her to read The Harry Potter 

books and now she’s a faster reading then I am, she reads 

more books than me. 

Aisling K.  They need to find the right book 

Library Chat: with Aisling Kearns (3W) and Aisling Ruigrok (3W) 

Across: 

1. History viewed from a female 
or specifically feminist perspective 
3. Remove (an item of clothing) 

5. Nothing at all 
6. People compared to sheep in 
being docile, foolish, or easily led 
 

Down: 
2. An animal that feeds on fruit 
4. Move in an ungainly way in a 

series of clumsy paces or bounds 

 

In the library I have presented a new puzzle of the week and a new word of the week so that your daughter can become 

familiar with looking up the dictionary and solving problems in a fun way.  I intend to continue this next year but in the 

meantime here’s some puzzles I’ve introduced for you to enjoy.    Hint:  the answers to the crosswords are Words of the 

Week I had in the library so if your daughter can remember she might be able to help 

Can you solve the Dingbat? 

A Dingbat is a word our picture 

puzzle that represents a phrase 

Contact:  Telephone 01 2855027; Email: librarian@clunykilliney.ie 


