
Welcome to the spring edition of Cluny 

Library news. A customary question to ask 

avid readers is: What three books would you like 

to have with you on a desert island?  I’ve thought 

of the books I would choose many times and 

have come up with a mix between the 

following: The Little Prince, Dracula, Jane Eyre, 

Kane and Abel, Catcher in the Rye, Wild Swans, 

Memoirs of a Geisha, A Suitable Boy, To Kill a 

Mockingbird and Great Expectations.  I find 

whittling this list down to the final three books 

tricky:  I love all these books and I feel it’s 

almost like I’m being disloyal to certain books 

if I chose one over the other.  For this 

newsletter I had a library chat with Head Girl, 

Kate Doorly (6C) and I altered the question 

slightly by asking: what three sci-fi/ fantasy 

characters she would like to have with her if 

she were stranded on a desert island.  As you 

will see, Kate answered the question very 

well.  I asked this question because when I get 

lost in a book, I tend to feel a certain bond 

with characters. Characters are so important 

to a book.  As William Shakespeare might say 

Characters maketh the book.  Would Harry 

Potter books have been as popular if no one 

were routing for Harry himself?  If I can’t 

connect with the protagonist, I generally 

won’t like the book.  Characters, don’t have 

to be good, or heroes for me to like them – 

in fact I find “a do gooder/ perfect” character 

type in a book annoying.  I tend to like slightly 

obscure, even sometimes evil characters.  

This is fine, but if I were to choose who 

would accompany me on a desert island, 

having someone like Dracula could be tricky. 

Thankfully most of the characters in the 

books I’ve read are make believe and I’m not 

confined to just reading three books.  Instead 

I have a world of books to choose from and 

more characters to become acquainted with. 

Ms Dillon 

Characters “Maketh” the Book 
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A little Piece of Dublin Zoo 
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B O O K   

L O V E R S  

C L U B   

 

1st Years 

Read a book with 

F in the title/

author’s name 

 

2nd  Year 

Read  a ‘Make 

Believe’ Book 

 

TY 

Read a book 

made into a 

movie 

 

5th Years 

Read a Dystopian 

Novel 

 

 

“I wish we could sometimes love the characters in real life as we love the characters in 

romances. There are a great many human souls whom we should accept more kindly, and even 

appreciate more clearly, if we simply thought of them as people in a story.”  

G.K Chesterson, What I saw in America 

Did you know that 

Elephant’s walk on their tip 

toes? Or that Giraffe’s have 

really long tongues.  These 

were some of the fun facts 

that 2nd year’s learnt from 

Jim McMonagle of Dublin 

Zoo.  What’s more he 

brought lots of interesting 

bio facts with him.  Some of 

t h e se  i n c l u d ed :  an 

elephant’s foot that you 

could easily put your two 

feet into, a tiger skin, 

leopard skin, mountain line skin, 

snake skin, ostrich egg, an 

elephant’s tooth, a turtle and a 

tortoise.  As well as learning 

animal facts, Jim spoke to 

students about the importance of 

conservation for Animals, how 

Dublin zoo came about and the 

changes Dublin Zoo has made to 

make life for the animals much 

better.  He also showed a slide 

show of some very cute baby 

animals and there was oohing and 

awing all round.  It’s been a while 

since I’ve visited Dublin 

Zoo but I’m already 

planning my next trip.   



P A G E  2  

“How easy it 

was to lie to 

strangers, to 

create with 

strangers 

the versions 

of our lives 

we 

imagined.”  

― Chimama

nda Ngozi 

Adichie, Ame

ricanah 

C L U N Y  L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

Book Review by Ms Simington (Art Teacher) 
Best-selling author of 'Purple 

Hibiscus' and 'Half of a 

Yellow Sun', Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie, has written a 

compelling story about love 

and the challenges faced by 

African migrants in western 

s o c i e t y .  T h e  n o ve l , 

'Americanah', spans three 

continents and charts the 

lives and relationships of 

the teenage sweethearts 

Ob inze  and  I f eme lu .    

Adichie opens the novel in 

Lagos, where Ifemelu and 

Obinze fall in love. Nigeria is 

under a military dictatorship, 

and people are leaving the 

country if they can. Bright 

I f e m e l u  r e c e i v e s  a 

scholarship to study in 

America. Obinze plans to 

follow her to America once 

he graduates.  Through the 

character of Ifemelu, the 

reader is given a rich insight 

i n to  the  t r i a l s  and 

tribulations of settling into a 

new cultural environment 

and society. She experiences 

some misfortune and 

eventually cuts off contact 

with Obinze. Ifemelu, for the 

first time in her life has started 

to notice her ethnic identity 

and how this affects the way 

she is perceived.  She begins a 

blog about issues of race and 

her own experiences in 

America. Obinze dreamed of 

making a better life for himself 

in  America,  but post 

“9/11” America will not let 

him in. He manages to travel 

to England and he plunges into 

undocumented life. In this 

section of the book, Adichie 

creates a vivid description of 

the hardship suffered by the 

illegal migrant workers who 

enter the UK. The author 

reveals the discrimination, 

difficult working conditions 

and fear suffered by Obinze in 

the UK.   Oceans apart 

Obinze and Ifemelu although 

not in touch, were in each 

other’s hearts and minds. Both 

return independently, to a 

newly democratic Nigeria. 

Obinze is now married with a 

small child and is a wealthy 

Book Bites: 20 Second Interview  
Mr Ryan, Maths and Science Teacher 

What are you reading right now? 

A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawkins 

What was your favourite book as a teenager ? 

The Lord of the Rings 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

Books 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

Raymear’s Bushcraft 

How to Survive a Desert Island for Dummies 

A Brief History of Everything by Bill Bryson  

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 

6    

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Time 

property developer. The star-

crossed lovers are reunited and 

have to face the hardest 

decisions of their lives.  My 

favourite aspect about this 

novel is how the author 

successfully transports the 

reader to another world. 

Adichie unveils life in modern 

Nigeria, from the fried plantain 

sold by the street hawkers to 

the extravagant pool parties of 

the newly emerging middle 

class. ‘Americanah’, evokes the 

hardships of illegal migrant 

work, juxtaposed against the 

ideals of the American dream. 

My only critique of the novel, is 

that the blog posts by Ifemelu 

grow tiresome and this 

element of the story could be 

more concise. I  would 

recommend ‘Americanah’ for 

its honest portrayal of the 

challenges faced by immigrants 

to western society and the 

captivating account of the 

relationship between Ifemelu 

and Obinze. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11291.Chimamanda_Ngozi_Adichie
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11291.Chimamanda_Ngozi_Adichie
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11291.Chimamanda_Ngozi_Adichie
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21519538
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21519538


Nail Biting Christmas  

Courtroom Drama in the Library 
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What if Santa were a fraud?  

Well 6th Year Students, Ms 

White, Ms Lambert, teachers 

and sisters who watched the 

Cluny Library Christmas 

Performance 2014, got to ask 

themselves the very same 

question. For this play, first 

year students did their own 

adaptation of the story Miracle 

on 34th Street.  The story 

started in a living room where 

students from 1W played a 

very convincing family scene.  

The family were watching two 

reporters from SNN (Santa 

News Network) announce the 

allegations that Santa was a 

Fraud.  The audience were 

then brought over to an elf 

workshop scene where the 

elves were on strike – no 

doubt in a move of solidarity 

with their boss!  1Y were 

wonderful and opened their 

act with two reporters 

standing outside a courtroom 

to announce the court case 

was taking place and its’ 

purpose was to ascertain the 

allegations against Santa Claus 

were true.  The court room 

drama was as nail biting as a 

scene from Law and Order.  

The Judge kept order in the 

court as lawyers cross 

examined Scrooge, a Naughty 

Child and the Grinch who 

didn’t believe in Santa Claus.  

Einstein spoke about how 

Santa can travel faster than the 

speed of light.   There were 

the two eye-witness 

accounts: where someone 

saw grandma being run over 

by a reindeer and someone 

else saw Mommy Kissing 

Santa Claus.   And then there 

was the Jury scene, played 

tremendously by 1X, where 

they argued back and forth 

on the merits of the 

witnesses, could Santa be 

real or not and who they 

should really believe.   While 

the jury were deliberating 

some student’s pondered 

what life would be like 

without Santa and then it 

came time for the verdict 

….. was her real or a fraud?  

To the unanimous relief of 

the audience the verdict was 

Santa is real.  So thankfully 

we can start doing our 

Christmas list for next year.  

In the library at Christmas I wrapped a load of books, popped them in a 

Santa bag and lay them on a Santa Sleigh I bought for the library.  When a 

student unwrapped a book, they found a little card inside telling them what 

prize they won.  Prizes included Chocolate Santa’s, sweets and various 

treats.  The idea was to make the library fun and to encourage students to 

come into the library to borrow a book – even to borrow books they may 

not have chosen before.  I hope students enjoyed the books they borrowed 

and not surprisingly there wasn’t a single chocolate Santa left.      

C L U N Y  L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

“Outsanding” 

Mr Hartigan 

 

“Brilliant” 

Ms McEvoy 

 

“Fantastic” 

Ms Connaughton 

 

I think instead writers and publishers and readers need to go to the places where people are, and make the argument that 

there is great value to the quiet, contemplative process of reading a novel, that reading great books carefully offers pleasures 

and consolations that no iPad app ever can. John Green 

Great Christmas Mystery Book Give Away 

Congratulations to Mr 

Hartigan, Ms McEvoy 

and Ms Connaughton 

who once again helped 

lead a show-stopping 

performance.    

 



 

 

 

 

Hi Kate, what’s your favourite 

genre of book? 

It would be fantasy and science fiction.  I 

love all those types of books.  They’re 

an escape from reality.   

Did you always like this genre of 

book? 

Yes, my mum used to read Harry Potter 

to me and I grew up in a family who 

were trekkies and Dr. Who fans.  With 

my neighbours we loved hero films and 

used to make up hero films and comics.   

So, do you like Graphic Novels? 

I haven’t read any Graphic Novels but I 

love films that come from Graphic 

Novels.  I love the movies Scott Pilgrim 

versus the World and V for Vendetta. 

I’m actually getting Graphic Novels 

for the library and one of them is V 

for Vendetta.   So do you have any 

favourite books? 

I loved The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 

Galaxy.  It’s just so well written.  The 

author actually wrote some Dr. Who 

episodes.   

And what did you like about the 

book? 

It’s really quirky.  The author creates 

another world and it becomes ridiculous 

and then even more ridiculous 

As in ridiculous in an entertaining 

way? 

Yes, definitely.  My favourite quote is 

“The knack of flying is learning how to hit 

the ground and miss”. 

Library Chat:  

Kate Doorly (6C) talks about Science Fiction and  Fantasy 

Did you watch the film? 

I did but I didn’t find it as good.  You 

know what they say, books are 

always better.  I think it was hard to 

make it into a film because it was 

such a hard concept.  Maybe if I 

hadn’t read the book I would have 

liked the film better.  The acting in 

was great though and some of my 

favourite actors were in it.  

Are there any other books you 

liked? 

I also loved A Clockwork Orange but it 

probably would be of more interest 

to older students.  I thought it was 

really good and I loved the writing. 

I read that book myself.  Did 

you find the lingo hard? The 

author seemed to have created 

a different dialect, for instance  

he used the word “Viddy” for “to 

see”.  I managed to pick it up 

myself as I read the book, but I 

remember one student had told 

me some books have glossaries 

at the back of the book as a 

guide.  

I didn’t know that.  I found it hard at 

the start but then I managed to pick 

it up as I went along.  I found it such 

a powerful book, the protagonist 

was a horrible person but I found 

myself routing for him 

I thought it was very clever that 

way too.  I found I actually liked/ 

sympathised with the character 

even though what he was doing 

was awful.   

Yes, there was a part in the book 

where they were trying to change 

him and I thought ‘no they can’t do 

that’. 

I think concept of the book was 

about freedom of choice and 

that’s why it was so controversial.  

.  Would you mostly just read Sci-

fi or fantasy books or would you 

read any other type of books? 

I’d read mostly sci-fi and fantasy.  I also 

like some scientific books 

Do you prefer books that are 

more or a less not based on 

reality? 

I’m not a fan of Epic novels. I don’t like 

books that are written in chronological 

order that spans over a long period of 

time. I prefer novels set over a fixed 

period.  I think it’s because I’m a slow 

reader.  I could spend two or three 

weeks on the beginning of a story 

which may not be that exciting.   

If you were stranded on a desert 

Island, what three fantasy/sci-fi 

characters would you like to have 

with you? 

I think I’d have Dr. Who because he’d 

get me off the island.  I’d also have 

Arthur Dent from the Hitch Hiker’s 

Guide to the Galaxy.  I think he would 

mirror my confusion.  He’d probably 

deal with it as well as I would i.e. in a 

confused sort of way.  Finally I’d like 

Gandalf from The Lord of the Rings 

because I think he would also guide me 

off the island and bring me on new 

adventures afterwards.  

What would your advice be to 

students who don’t like to read? 

Well I’ve always like what J.K Rowling 

always said “if you don’t like to read, you 

haven’t found the right book”.  If I had 

started reading Biographies I wouldn’t 

have got into reading.  I’m slow at 

reading so I think I would have been 

put off by it.  It is all about finding the 

right book and I’m lucky to have found 

sci-fi.   

Well done to the Cluny girls at the Interschool Library Quiz 

On January 15th five fifth year students: Aisling Roche (5C), Ciara Young (5N), Laoise 

Mangan (5L), Chloe Langan (5C) and Niamh McCarthy (5L) took part in the 8th Inter-

School Library quiz in Sandford Park School.  The quiz was hosted by author John 

Connolly.  There were six rounds of ten questions with the novelty round this year 

being Christmas.  Half way through the quiz it was hard to know what school was 

going to win with some teams being neck and neck.   Cluny students came third 

overall and just two points behind the winning team which was fantastic – plus they 

won the literature round which is always a big bonus.    


