
find another.  I’d give plenty of 

kudos to the connection 

between finding the right book 

and a passion for reading.  The 

right book has kept me hooked 

and I hope it always will.    

Ms Dillon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

I would like to once again to 

extend a big warm welcome to 

you all and I hope you will enjoy 

this spring edition of the Library 

Newsletter.   One of the things 

I like best about my job is 

students’ enthusiasm.  I’m not 

just referring to times such as 

Titanic Week or Chinese New 

Year where there’s plenty of 

enthusiasm.  I’m talking about 

the day to day eagerness that 

students show when they come 

into the library.  This could be 

anything from discovering that 

the book they have been so 

keen to read is in the library to 

getting the puzzle of the week 

right.   I think I enjoy this 

enthusiasm so much because I 

can relate to it.  I absolutely love 

reading.  As soon as I finish one 

book I can’t wait to start 

another. My love for reading 

started from an early age where 

I have fond memories of my 

mother taking me and my sisters 

down to the library.  If I could 

be honest, my interest did wane 

slightly when I was a younger 

teenager, but it came quickly 

back as soon as I found the right 

book.  I’ve read so many books 

that have made me laugh, cry, 

angry or to be put quietly simply 

have blown me away.  My top 

five favourite reads (which do 

change) are Jane Eyre by 

Charlotte Bronte, Le Petit 

Prince (The Little Prince) by 

Antoine de Saint Exupéry, 

Catcher in the Rye by J.D 

Salinger, Wild Swans by Yung 

Chang and Dracula by Bram 

Stoker.   Happiness to me is 

being immersed in a really good 

book so if I don’t get satisfaction 

from a book I put it down and 

I would imagine there are not 

many people in this world that 

could have spoken about 

Connemara ponies, squashed 

mice and poetry and still manage 

to keep first year students so 

transfixed they didn’t want to 

leave when the final bell went.  

Well that’s what happened 

when Tony Curtis paid a visit to 

Cluny library.  Tony’s wit and 

quirky sense of humour kept the 

girls enthralled as he talked 

about haikus, sonnets and 

acrostics.  “Stopping by the 

Woods on a snowing” by 

Robert Frost is a beautiful poem 

and Tony added to its’ charm 

when he produced his guitar and 

sang it.  The girls had learnt it 

off by heart and were happy to 

sing along on cue.   Tony’s 

session was amusing, charming 

and informative.  He did a 

wonderful job of bringing poetry 

alive and I am already looking 

forward to Tony’s visit to Cluny 

library next year. 

 I need space 

To put away 

The world I’ve Known 

Before it’s run-out, worn-

out 

Knocked-out. Gone 

 

From Thrift by Tony Curtis 

Happiness is finding the right book 
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1st Year 

The Graveyard Book 

 

2nd Year 

Someone like You 

Noughts and Crosses 

 

3rd Year 

Someone like You 

Uglies 

 

5th Year 

A Monster Calls 

Noughts and Crosses 

 

6th Year 

The Help 

Before I go to sleep 

“Here is my secret. It 
is very simple: It is 
only with the heart 
that one can see 
rightly; what is 
essential is invisible 
to the eye” 

The Little Prince 



P A G E  2  

“If one cannot 

enjoy reading a 

book over and 

over again, there 

is no use in 

reading it at all.”  

― Oscar Wilde  

My favourite Book by Ms Amanda O’Connor 

1984 by George Orwell had 

long been on my list of books 

that I had yet to read. The 

book responsible for coining 

such phrases as ‘Big Brother’ 

and ‘Room 101’ had always 

intrigued me. I have always 

been fascinated by late 

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y 

totalitarianism, so it was long 

overdue when I finally got 

around to reading it last year.  

It proved to be worth the 

wait.  

Written in 1949, the rise to 

power of dictators such as 

Adolf Hitler in Germany and 

Joseph Stalin in the Soviet 

Union inspired Orwell’s 

m o u n t i n g  h a t r e d  o f 

totalitarianism and political 

authority, and this is very 

much reflected in 1984. The 

book tells the story of 

Winston Smith, a low-ranking 

member of the ruling Party in 

London, in the dystopian 

nation of Oceania. The ruling 

Party controls everything in 

Oceania, even the people’s 

history and language.  

Everywhere Winston goes, 

even his own home, the Party 

wa tches  h im through 

telescreens. Everywhere he 

looks he sees the face of the 

Party’s seemingly omniscient 

leader, a figure known only as 

Big Brother. Currently, the 

Pa rt y i s  fo rc ing  the 

implementation of an invented 

language called Newspeak, 

which attempts to prevent 

po l i t i ca l  rebe l l ion  by 

eliminating all words related 

to it. Even thinking rebellious 

thoughts is illegal. Such 

thought crime is, in fact, the 

worst of all crimes. 

As the novel opens, Winston 

feels frustrated by the 

oppression and rigid control 

of the Party, which prohibits 

free thought and any 

expression of individuality. 

Winston dislikes the party and 

has illegally purchased a diary 

in which to write his criminal 

thoughts. He has also become 

fixated on a powerful Party 

member named O’Brien, 

whom Winston believes is a 

secret member of the 

B r o t h e r h o o d — t h e 

mysterious, legendary group 

that works to overthrow the 

Party.  

Winston works in the 

Ministry of Truth, where he 

alters historical records to fit 

the needs of the Party. He 

notices a co-worker, a 

beautiful dark-haired girl, 

staring at him, and worries 

that she is an informant who 

will turn him in for his 

thoughtcrime.  The book is 

full of suspense throughout. 

Such is the element of 

suspicion that the reader is 

constantly on the edge of 

their seat wondering who to 

trust. Is Julia all that she 

appears to be? Is Winston 

simply paranoid about 

O’Brien? 

Winston has a questioning 

mind and the book centres on 

his quest to find out the truth 

about the past and his attempt 

to form an emotional 

relationship with another 

human being, which is 

forbidden in dystopian 

Oceania. He must constantly 

look over his shoulder in 

order to avoid being sent to 

the dreaded Room 101, the 

final destination for anyone 

who opposes the Party.  

What enthralled me the most 

about 1984 is how prophetic 

it was for a book that was 

written in 1949. Of course, 

the world that Orwell 

envisioned in 1984 did not 

materialise. Rather than being 

o v e r w h e l m e d  b y 

totalitarianism, democracy 

ultimately won out in the 

Cold War. However, 1984 

serves as a warning against 

the abusive nature of 

authoritarian governments, 

a n d  t h e  w a y s  t h a t 

manipulations of language and 

history can be used as 

mechanisms of control, which 

can still be found in so-called 

democratic societies today. 

C L U N Y  L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

Book Bites: 20 Second Interview  
With Ms Caroline McPhillips, Guidance Counselor 

What are your reading right now? 
The Lifeboat by Charlotte Rogan 
What was your favourite book as a teenager? 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Lee Harper 
If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 
I think TV.  I do like reading but I love to relax in front of the TV 
What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 
Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert,  A Thousand Splendid Suns and The Kite Runner by 
Khaled Hosseini. 
On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 
If it’s just books I’d say 5 but if I could include journals, magazines and newspapers I’d say 8  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3565.Oscar_Wilde


First years keep Spirit of Christmas alive 
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Andy Williams song “It’s the most 

wonderful time of the year” probably 

resonates with most of us when 

we think of Christmas.  

Unfortunately in recent times the 

true meaning of Christmas has 

been detracted by an upsurge in 

consumerism among other things.  

All too often we forget what the 

true spirit of Christmas really is.   

So it was a joy to watch first years 

rekindle the spirit of Christmas 

with their wonderful performance 

“Spriorad na Nollag”.  The play 

opened up with Oíche Chiún sung 

beautifully by all three classes 1W, 

1X and 1Y.  Victoria Williams-

Gaine (1W) and Siobhan Murphy 

(1W) welcomed the packed 

audience, which comprised of, Ms 

White, Ms Lambert, Teachers,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sisters of Cluny, 6th Class Junior 

School and 6th year students.  

Then the nativity play began and 

the Angel Gabriel appeared on to 

Mary.  Except the Angels spoke as 

Gaeilge, as did Mary, Joseph, the 

Shepherds, Innkeepers and three 

wise men.  Even one of the 

animals spoke in Irish.  They all 

spoke so clearly and acted so 

magnificently that the audience 

seemed to forget they were 

listening to Irish. To give a little 

help along the way each scene was 

narrated in English by a bunch of 

very enthusiastic narrators from 

1X.   As Mary and Joseph were 

walking to Bethlehem the audience 

were treated to an enchanting 

rendition of “The First Noel”  

 

 

 

performed by Emer O’Reilly (1X) 

on the harp and Ally O’Neill (1Y) 

on the guitar.  The nativity play 

finished with a rapturous applause.    

Rebecca Byrne (1W) and Aíne 

Brady (1W) introduced the next 

act which was a very entertaining 

Cluny version of the Twelve Days 

of Christmas sung by 1Y.  There 

were no French hens, turtle doves 

or golden rings rather demerits, 

detention and too much 

homework.  The performance was 

closed by “Bualadh Bos”, sung 

delightfully to the tune of Jingle 

Bells by all students from 1W, 1X 

and 1Y.  I would like to extend a 

thank you to all first year students 

for all their hard work and the 

English and Irish Teachers for their 

fantastic support.  Finally I would 

like to thank Ms White and Ms 

Lambert for letting this play 

happen.  So until next year go n-

éirí an bóthar libh. 

to study the exhibition I had a 

short quiz with raffled prizes for 

those who took part and had the 

correct answers.  Of course no 

Chinese Week would be the same 

without the old reliable fortune 

cookie.  Students who came to the 

library during this week were 

treated to fortune cookies that 

contained various messages 

encouraging them to read.  Thanks 

to the enthusiasm and support 

from staff the event was cross 

curricular.  Home Economics, 

Enterprise, Chinese Studies and 

English were some of the subjects 

that took part.  When students 

come to the library I not only 

want them to read and learn but 

to also be happy.   So, I introduced 

another lovely Chinese New Year 

tradition in the library.  In China, 

many people write happy wishes 

on red paper and post them 

around the house.  I allowed 

students do this in the library.  

The messages were wonderful and 

ranged from wishing for a new dog 

to everyone’s health and 

happiness.  To maintain a theme of 

positivity I intend to keep these 

lovely messages posted in the 

library all year and any student 

who wishes to add their own wish 

is welcome to do so.  My wish for 

this Chinese New Year is that all 

your wishes come true.  

Did you know that the Chinese 

invented the wheel, playing cards, 

dominoes and ice-cream among 

many other things? Students could 

learn this when they stepped into 

the library during Chinese Week 

which was held in the library 

between 18th and 22nd of February.  

The idea was to celebrate Chinese 

New Year and promote Chinese 

Studies a new TY module that was 

introduced in September 2012.  

The library was decked in Chinese 

décor and showcased an 

exhibition that covered all parts of 

Chinese Culture from the Cultural 

Revolution to Terra Cotta 

Warriors.  To encourage students 

Cluny Library celebrates Chinese New Year 

“An unbeatable 

performance” 

Ms Lambert 

 

“Absolutely 

fantastic” 

Ms Connaughton 

 

“Taispeántas den 

scoth” 

Ms Darmody 



 

Ms Dillon:  Out of 1 – 5 how much would you say you like 

reading? 

Chloe: I would say 5.  Once I get into a book I can’t stop reading 

and once I finish I have to find another book straight away 

Niamh:  I think mine if 4.  I have kind of stopped reading 

Ms Dillon:  Any reason why you have stopped reading? 

Niamh:  I used to read in bed but now I seem to spend a lot of 

time on the Internet and phone 

Ms Dillon:  And do you prefer this to reading? 

Niamh:  No I actually miss reading, I don’t get the same 

satisfaction from internet and email as I do reading so I want to 

get back into it. 

Ms Dillon:  When do you read? 

Chloe:  It depends on the book.  If there’s a book that I have 

been waiting for ages for, it will take over my life.  Otherwise if I 

think the book is good I will read in bed 

Ms Dillon.  Are you reading anything right now? 

Niamh:  I’m reading And Actually by Denise Deegan.  It’s really 

good, I love her writing. 

Chloe:  I’m reading Noughts and Crosses by Majorie Blackman.  

I’ve only started today but it seems really good  

Ms Dillon: So will you be reading this all the time? 

Chloe:  Yes I got so many recommendations that is was really 

good 

Niamh:  And Actually was also recommended to me. 

Ms Dillon:  How do you choose your books? 

Chloe:  I go on to goodreads website, plus recommendations 

from friends.  A lot of times I’d use my instinct 

Niamh:  I usually go browsing a bit in a book shop or library.  I’ve 

just heard about goodreads so I will go on that tonight. 

Ms Dillon:  Would you be able to tell me the best book you 

have ever read? 

Chloe:  I have two, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix – I 

love all Harry Potter books but that’s my favourite of them – and 

And for your information by Denise Deegan. 

Niamh:  My favourite is And for your information by Denise 

Deegan.  I stayed up till 3.00 in the morning finishing it and I was 

crying.  I like books that make me cry 

Chloe:  Me too 

Niamh:  I like to get books that I can get emotionally attached to.  

 

Library Chat: with Chloe Langan (3W) and Niamh Brennan (3W) 

Puzzle Corner 

Fact of the Week: True or False? 
 

The smallest bone in the body is the ear. 
 
Irish is recognised as our second official 
language 
 
Ants can lift up to 100 times their weight 
 

More bird species live in China than in 
anywhere else in the World.  

In the library each week I display a fact of the week, puzzle of the week and word of the week.  Here’s some 
for you to enjoy. 

Puzzle of the Week 

 

Joe bought a bag of oranges on 

Monday, and ate a third of them. 

On Tuesday he ate half of the 

remaining oranges. On Wednesday 

he looked in the bag to find that he 

only had two oranges left. How 

many oranges were originally in the 

bag? 

 

Word of the Week 

 
Can you guess the word for: 
 
deliberately euphemistic, 
ambiguous, or obscure 
language  
 

 D _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Ms Dillon:  Do you remember at what age you 

got into reading? 

Niamh:  I used to read more than I did now.  I started 

at about 5 or 6.  My brothers really liked reading and 

that’s how I got into it.  I’ve lost a bit of interest in 

reading because of the internet but I’m getting 

interested in reading again 

Chloe:  I wasn’t a natural reader.  I didn’t get into 

reading at a young age.  My mum kept on trying to 

find the right books.  I think Jacqueline Wilson got me 

into reading and then I became addicted.  

Ms Dillon:  So is it all about finding the right 

book? 

Chloe:  Yes definitely.  I got turned off reading by a 

book I read but Mum kept on trying to find the right 

book for me 

Niamh:  Yes, there’s a book for everyone. 

Ms Dillon: So do you think Parents or anyone else 

in the home’s influence is important? 

Chloe:  Yes my parents are a big influence.  I wouldn’t 

read as much as I do now if it wasn’t for parents 

Niamh:  My parents took me regularly to the library, 

It was about every two weeks and I started to love it 

from then.   

Ms Dillon: Would you have any advice to friends 

who don’t read? 

Chloe:  I’d tell them to keep looking for the right 

book 

Niamh:  I’d tell them to keep trying because it’s so 

worth it in the end.  


