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nurture and foster the per-

sonal growth and develop-

ment of each student.   I hope 

you enjoy this library edition 

of the newsletter and I wish 

you and your daughter(s) eve-

ry  success.   

Ms Dillon, School Librarian 

Welcome to the first edition of 

the library newsletter.  As the 

School Librarian I think it is 

important to keep you up to 

date on events that are happen-

ing in the library.  Therefore, 

from now on, along with the 

school newsletter you will be 

receiving a newsletter specially 

dedicated to the library.  I’ve 

had a very exciting first term as 

School Librarian and I warmly 

welcome the enthusiasm stu-

dents have shown for reading.  

My ethos is to make the library 

inviting and stimulate reading 

and learning.  I have organised 

various clubs and activities such 

as book clubs, journal clubs, a 

Christmas performance in the 

library, library treasure hunt 

quizzes and “drop everything 

and read”.   The upside of 

having such activities in the 

library is that students can 

enjoy them while at the 

same time learning some-

thing new.  Every time spent 

in the library will, I hope, 

Why reading matters 

JK Rowling once said  

“if you don’t like to read you 

haven’t found the right book”.   

If it appears your daughter 

doesn’t like reading, it might 

be the simple case that she 

hasn’t found the right book.  

It is more worthwhile she 

reads a book she enjoys 

rather than a literary mas-

terpiece she doesn’t.  Not 

only might it entice her to 

pick up another book, the 

odds are by reading more 

she will be more successful 

in school.  Several studies 

have shown the benefits or 

reading for pleasure and all 

have come up with more or 

a less the same conclusive 

results:  the more students 

read, the better they do in 

school.   

Thankfully, there is an ex-

panding collection of books 

available to borrow in Cluny 

Library that would suit most 

reading tastes and hopefully 

your daughter’s tastes too.         
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Did you know? 

Students who are highly 

engaged in a wide range of 

reading activities are more 

likely than other students 

to be effective learners and 

to perform well at school. 

 

On average, students who 

read daily for enjoyment 

score the equivalent of 

one-and-a-half years of 

schooling better than 

those who do not 

“Resolve to edge in a little 

reading every day, if it is 

but a single sentence. If 

you gain fifteen minutes a 

day, it will make itself felt 

at the end of the year.”   

Horace Mann (1796 - 1859) 



“What a 

school thinks 

about its 

library is a 

measure of 

what it thinks 

about 

education.”     

Harold Howe, former 

U.S. Commissioner of 

Education  

Book Bites:  20 Second Interview  
With Mr Browne, Biology and Maths’ Teacher 

 

When I was a teenager my favourite novel 

was Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte.  It had 

everything that a teenager (of my vintage) 

wanted in a ‘ good read’ - angst (a wicked 

benefactress and cruel cousins), turmoil, suf-

fering and pain (education at Lowood), friend-

ship and grief (Jane’s dear friend Helen), mys-

tery, intrigue and suspense (those noises and 

screams in the middle of the night) and trage-

dy (I won’t spoil it completely for you) and 

best of all a truly romantic ending.! Jane Eyre is 

narrated by the orphan. Her tale begins in 

early childhood when she is outcast and 

forced to attend Lowood Boarding School 

(where a treat on Sunday was a whole slice of 

bread instead of a half!)  and moves to her 

adulthood as a governess to Adele, Mr Ed-

ward Rochester’s ward.  The novel depicts 

her love for her Master and a tragedy that 

ensues as a result of his misfortune.  There is 

much to keep ones interest in this novel, from 

the formidable Mr. Brocklehurst, Jane’s friend-

ship with Helen, her first encounter with 

Rochestor and Pilot, the wise Mrs. Fairfax and 

the mysterious Grace Poole.  Bronte brings 

her  characters to life in an ‘easy to read’ way.  

I loved the intrigue and drama of the wedding 

when (Spoiler Alert) Jane’s nuptials are ab-

ruptly ended, her happiness ruined as the 

truth is revealed about her ‘fiancé’.  Equally 

powerful is the scene where Jane returns 

years later to Thornfield, to great change and 

visits Mr. Rochester but does not identify 

herself to him  initially.  When he eventually 

realises that it is in fact Jane both he and I (and 

Pilot) were ecstatic!  Having borrowed Jane 

Eyre from my local library I loved it so much , I 

dropped heavy hints to my best friend that I 

would love the facsimile copy for my 16th 

What are you reading now? 

The Whisperers by John Connolly 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 

IT by Stephen King because he writes about childhood very well 

If you had to choose between books and TV what would you choose? 

I love my movies so it’s a tough call but I think I’d miss books more. 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert Island? 

IT by Stephen King, The Ancestors Tale by Richard Dawkins and Little Dorrit by Charles   

Dickens 

On the scale of 1 – 10 how much of a bookworm are you?  

Ten 

So if I say books what’s the first word that comes to your head? 

Relaxation 
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birthday.  She obliged and I still treasure my leath-

er bound, gilt edge paged copy of Jane Eyre. .One 

of my favourite things to do on holiday is to visit 

the homes of famous writers and to purchase a 

copy of their novel ‘onsite’ as it were, so two 

years ago when on holiday in Yorkshire I just had 

to visit the picturesque village of Haworth and the 

Bronte Parsonage home, chapel and museum in 

order to learn more about the Brontes and of 

course to purchase a copy of Jane Eyre right in the 

house where it was penned.  As I walked in awe 

through the Parsonage and studied the setting, the 

sister’s gowns, their journals and sketches, I could-

n’t help thinking I was walking alongside Charlotte.      

I could imagine her in the company of Anne, Pat-

rick and Emily—sitting in the tiny parlour by can-

dlelight penning her novel.  The cruelty of orphan-

age life, the treatment of the mentally ill and the 

threat of disease as depicted  by Charlotte in her 

novel all give one an insight into the darker side of 

life in Yorkshire at that time.  However the ‘happy 

ending’ for Jane made up for all the cruelty the 

reader and she encountered along the way.  I in-

scribed my book with the words carved in the 

Bronte House from their church  

“First worship God, He that forgets to pray, Bid not 

himself tomorrow nor good day’”.   

Immediately on my return to the Yorkshire cot-

tage where I was staying, I opened my newly ac-

quired copy of Jane Eyre and started reading it all 

over again! It was like greeting an old friend.  I still 

re read the novel now and again and like all good 

friends we never tire of one another! 

 

Teacher’s Corner 

My favourite book as a teenager, Ms Lambert Deputy Principal  



Gala Christmas Performance by 1st years in library 
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The snow-capped roofs in the 

library, the holly and the Victo-

rian decorations might have 

subtly depicted a scene from 

Charles Dickens: A Christmas 

Carol but these were only 

small complements compared 

to the superb performance by 

the first years on their rendi-

tion of this famous Christmas 

story.   

The performance of the show 

was attended by students from 

1X, 1Y and 1W, Ms O’Sullivan, 

Mr Hartigan, Ms Darmody, Ms 

Mahon, Regina Casey with special 

guests Sr. Maria, St. Angela, St 

Evangelist, Ms White (Principal) 

and Ms Lambert (Deputy Princi-

pal).  The show started with an 

opening prayer recited by Hannah 

Farrell (1W) which was closely 

followed by the Silent night sung 

beautifully by all students with the 

help of Emer Phelan (1Y) who 

sung the Irish Version Oiche Ciúin.  

This was a lovely introduction to 

the silent play that followed.  1X 

performed the scene from the 

Ghost of Christmas Past, 1W 

performed the scene from the 

Ghost of Christmas present and 

1Y performed the scene from 

Ghost of Things to Come.  The 

combination of narration and mim-

ing by the students was  delightful 

to watch as students so eloquently 

captured the moral of the story.  

And that wasn’t all! Guests were 

also treated to enchanting music 

and poetry recitals at various in-

tervals throughout the perfor-

mance.  The audience was capti-

vated as Megan Gormley (1X) sang 

“Little Town of Bethlehem” and 

Christina McDonnell (1W) with 

Charlotte Morgan (1W) sang 

Away in a Manger.  7 students 

recounted a Cluny interpretation 

of Clement Clarke Moores’ “Twas 

a night before Christmas” and the 

performance ended on a high note 

will all students singing “Walking in 

a Winter Wonderland”. At the 

end of the performance Ms White, 

Principal said  “It was a most won-

derful performance and because it 

has been such a success we’re 

going to have a performance every 

Christmas in the library every 

year” .    

The Killables wrote in the Sunday 

Times (March 11th) that heroines 

like Katniss can be great role mod-

els for teenagers.  They are strong, 

silent and determined and they 

don’t care what other people 

think of them.  

 

“It’s better than Harry Potter”  

was what one student said at the 

Hunger Games book club that took 

place on “World Book Day”, March 

1st, 2012.  Some students agreed, 

others didn’t but they all said they 

loved the book.  Plus there has been 

a line of students virtually queuing up 

to read it. The story centres around 

16 year old Katniss Everdeen who is 

struggling for her life in a reality tele-

vision extravaganza that pits teens 

against each other in a fight to the 

death. So what makes the Hunger 

Games books so popular? Maybe it’s 

because the film is being released on 

March 23rd or maybe it’s because the 

books are just too good to be 

missed.  Gemma Malley, author of 

What is it about the Hunger Games? 

“Bhi an 

taispeántas seo 

thar an barr ar 

fhad” 

Ms Darmody 

 

“What a 

wonderful 

show” 

Ms Lambert 

 

“This show 

deserves 5 

stars” 

Ms O’Sullivan 

 

 

The Hunger Games phenomenon 

attests the new genre of fiction 

that teenagers seem to love – 

Dystopian Fiction.    While Uto-

pia focuses on the perfect place, 

Dystopia is a society in a repres-

sive and controlled state, often 

under the guise of being utopian 

which is exactly what the Hunger 

Games Trilogy illustrates.    



The first ever Journal Club was 

launched with 5th years on 24th 

January 2012.  The idea is simple. It’s 

like a book club except student’s 

read an article and then meet to 

discuss the topic.  In the first meet-

ing students read an article from the 

Economist “Phoning ET:  An argument 

over whether to send messages to 

Aliens”. The article focused on the 

work of an organisation called SETI 

who send signals to outer space in 

the search for extra-terrestrial intel-

ligence.   

Interestingly, on a show of hands, 

most students believed that life did 

exist outside of earth, albeit not nec-

essarily intelligent life.  Some thought 

SETI’s work was worthwhile because 

we could learn something if Aliens did 

exist.  Other students thought it was a 

waste of time and money should be 

spent on more important projects 

such as feeding the poor.  

So, we didn’t just talk over whether 

extra terrestrial life actually does exist, 

we also chatted about evolution, the 

universe, the economy, communica-

 

Should we phone ET? Journal Club sparks interesting discussion 

“You don't have to burn books 

to destroy a culture. Just get 

people to stop reading them."  

Library Chat: with Ruth Slamon and Joy Murphy senior Library Prefects  

Hi girls, how are you enjoying 

your time as library prefects so 

far? 

Ruth: I’m really enjoying it and it’s got 

me reading more books 

Joy:  I’m really enjoying it too and I 

tend to use the library more now. 

What do you enjoy most about 

the library? 

Joy:  I think the book clubs and it 

seems that more students are joining 

now.  Before people didn’t seem to 

be really sure but now there’s talk 

amongst our friends such as “are you 

joining the book club?” and “oh you 

should really join the book club” 

Ruth:  I think it’s great that it’s open 

for senior students.  The last 6th year 

book club was really good.  Although 

no one really liked the book, most 

people seemed to really enjoy the 

book club.  

What would you say is your fa-

vourite book? 

Joy:  Mine is “The book Thief” by 

Marcus Zusak.  Death narrates it and 

it’s about a little girl who grew up in 

Nazi Germany and she steals books 

and it’s about her life. 

What did you like most about 

it? 

Joy:  I just found it really interesting  

And what about you Ruth, 

what’s your favourite book? 

Ruth:  Mine is Harry Potter, all of 

them. 

And what was it that appealed 

to you most about the Harry 

Potter books?  

J.K Rowling thought of everything.  

Everything in it makes sense from a 

Hogworths point of view.  Even 

though the book seems childish it’s a 

book for every one of all ages.  

So which is better Harry Pot-

ter or The Hunger Games? 

Well I’m reading the Hunger 

Games now and I’m finding them 

really exciting but with Harry Pot-

ter I’ll just read them over and 

over again, whereas with the Hun-

ger Games I won’t. 

What advice, if any, would you 

give to next years’ library pre-

fects? 

Joy:  Make sure students’ know 

when their book clubs are on. 

Ruth:  Get students interested in 

the book club from the beginning 

Any words of wisdom to the 

Students of Cluny? 

Ruth and Joy:  Read more 

Joy:  Reading is so good, even for 

improving your English.  You learn 

new vocabulary  

Ruth:  You are enjoying yourself 

and studying at the same time.  

You learn something new 

Joy:  You get something out of 

reading.  

tion and the big bang theory.  That’s the 

great thing about Journal Clubs, one 

small article can roll into a wider discus-

sion.  Plus it could encourage students to 

read journals, help them become critical 

thinkers and hopefully make them be-

come more socially conscious.  

Library Contact Details 

Telephone 01 2855027 

Email:  Librarian@clunykilliney.ie  


