
Welcome to Cluny Library news.  People always have different reasons why 

they like to read, some read to learn new things, some read to be challenged, 

some read to have fun and some read for escapism.  Whatever anybody’s 

reason to read, there is so much that can be gotten out of picking up a good 

book.  The types of books I choose to read can depend on the mood I’m in and 

what I feel like reading.   I purposefully vary the books I read: I might read a 

classic one week and a drama the next.  I also mix between fiction and non-

fiction. Many people like books they can relate to, I’d prefer books that put me 

in someone else shoes, where their story could be so far removed from my 

own.  I like books that help me learn something new, or can transport me to a 

different world.  So I chose quirky novels, classics, magic realism, historical 

fiction, worldwide fiction and more.    I rarely choose books set in Ireland 

because I presume too much of it would be familiar, which is silly because there 

are so many fantastic Irish authors out there.  But that is how I choose my 

books.  Picking a book can be very personal, as is reading.  So it is important to 

choose something that suits your tastes and not everyone else’s.  It is good idea 

every now and again to think of varying the books you like to read, you’d never 

know the next one could be your favourite. 
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Choosing the right book for you 

Fighting Words with TY students 
On Tuesday 28 November, I brought a group of TY 

students out to beautiful Glencree to take part in a 

‘Fighting Words’ creative story writing workshop.  

Fighting words provides free tutoring and mentoring in 

creative writing.  For the first half of the session, 

students started a dialogue and from there together 

built the first half of a story.  In the second half of the 

session students had to work on an ending of the 

story by themselves.  At the end a few students read 

their stories to the group.  Some of the stories were 

really funny, others were very poignant.  They were all 

excellent.  Students seemed to really enjoy the 

workshop and I hope it will be the first step to 

creating budding authors in the future.  

“If one cannot enjoy reading a book over and over again, there is no use 

in reading it at all.”  Oscar Wilde 

The most 

expensive 

book ever sold 

was Leonardo 

Da Vinci’s 

“Codex 

Leicester” 

which Bill 

Gates bought 

for $30.8m 

Fun Book Fact 
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What are you reading right now? 

The Storm Before the Storm: The Beginning of the End of the Roman 

Republic - Mike Duncan 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 

Honestly: My LC History Text Books!!! 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

Books (But really podcasts or youtube) 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert 

island? 

How to get off a desert island - Bear Grylls; Gertrude - Herman Hesse 

Europe: A History - Norman Davies 

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 

2 (Hardly ever have time to read) 

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

The smell of a hard back, an old one. 

Book Review: The Night Circus  

By Ms Gordon, Spanish Teacher 

“The circus arrives 

without warning. No 

announcements 

precede it. It is simply 

there, when 

yesterday it was not. 

Within the black-and-

white striped canvas 

tents is an utterly 

unique experience 

full of breathtaking 

amazements. It is 

called Le Cirque des 

Rêves, and it is only 

open at night.”   

The Night Circus, Erin 

Morgenstern 

Step in to the magical realism of the Night Circus. It will take you on a 

journey about a circus, something that is there and then it is not. However 

transient it may be in nature; this particular circus is different. For one, it is 

only open at night time, a curiosity that gets people talking. The anticipation 

of the opening night begins and the experience does not disappoint. The 

Night Circus develops such notoriety that it attains an almost cult-like 

following. There is something special about this place and it has everything to 

do with our two main protagonists that work behind the scenes.  Celia and 

Marco’s fate is intertwined and in a fatalistic twist they are competing one 

against the other to be the best magician. As the story unfolds we realise 

how much the circus becomes an extension of the duel between these two 

young people, who have been trained from childhood for this role by their 

capricious mentors.  Unbeknownst to them, this is a game in which only one 

can be left standing and as our characters fall in love the mix of competition, 

imagination and love, it results in a thrilling suspense plot.  It’s a beautifully 

written book that will pull you into this wondrous world that Morgenstern 

has created. So go on, treat yourself to this book. It’s a fantastic read. 

Book Bites: 20 Seconds Interview  
with Mr. Moriarty, Music Teacher 
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Book Fairies 

National Library of Ireland Travelling Exhibition 

Gallant Sons 

In September, I borrowed a travelling exhibition from 

the National Library of Ireland called Gallant Sons. This 

exhibition explores the experiences of some of the Irish 

Soldiers who served in the First World War and tells 

the stories of some of the families who were left behind. 

Their accounts of their own experiences bring home 

the huge human cost of the war and tell us something 

about life in Ireland between 1914 and 1918.  

I remember reading about Emma Watson launching Book Fairies 

on International Women’s Day this year.    She hid some books 

around New York City with the idea that someone will find a 

hidden book, read it, then hide it again for another person to 

read and so on.   I thought it was fantastic idea.  So I chose some 

books from Cluny Library, recruited some of my own Book Fairies 

aka Student Librarians and asked them to secretly hide them 

around the local area.  They haven’t told me exactly where they 

are.  So keep an eye out you might find a blissfully good read!  

Halloween at Cluny Library 
Every Halloween I like to decorate the library with a few things 

that go bump in the night.  I do it to add a sense of fun to the 

library.  In amidst the ghouls and vampires and other ghastly 

creatures, students can spin the Cluny Library Harry Potter 

sorting hat - to see what Hogwarts school they could be 

affiliated with.  My dad made it a few years ago and even though 

it is getting a little rusty, students still like to give it a whirl.  Of 

course no Halloween would be the same without the Cluny 

Library Harry Potter quiz.  This year I focused on the first 

book, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.  Well done to the 

lucky second year’s who won the bucket of treats. 



Library Chat with student librarians: Molly, Emer and Aisling 
Hi Girls, so out of 10 how much do you like reading? 

Aisling: I would say 8.  Well I love reading when I do read. 

Emer:  Especially when you’re in the middle of a good book.  I’d say 9. 

Molly:  I would say 9 too but I have to make time to read. 

So would you find it hard to find time to read? 

M: Yeah, I’m always working late.  I used to read before bed but it doesn’t always work out that way now.  

E: There’s a lot of study now. 

A:  I’ve actually found it easier this September. 

E: You do have to decide to make time for it. 

A: You have to plan it 

Do you remember what age you were when you started to love reading?  

E:  It was in 2nd class I remember I started reading on my own properly 

M:  I remember reading Skulduggery Pleasant in 1st class.  It was my favourite book.  I had to write a book 

after and I completely copied all the ideas from it. 

A:  On my 5th birthday my Aunt bought me a book where I was the main character.  You know the books that 

your name is on it?  That was the 1st one I read myself but my parent’s used to read to me before too. 

Do you remember who would have influenced you to love reading? 

M: My parents 

E: Definitely my parents 

M: I went to school in England and it was always about reading.  I got reading for homework. 

A:  I think it was my first teacher.  We had a soft corner and we’d go in groups of four or five to read.  

Do you have a favourite Novel? 

E: That’s a tough question 

M: I really loved The Picture of Dorian Gray. I read it when I was 11.  I read it about 3 to 4 times, it’s the only 

book I have re-read. 

A:  My favourite author was Michael Morpurgo.  I had so many of his books as a child 

E:  I think mine would be Blood Red Road 

I remember reading A Picture of Dorian Grey and to be honest it wouldn’t be my favourite 

classic, and I do love the old classics.  But maybe I need to re-read it again.  Do you think if you 

have read a book as a child and you read the same book now when you’re older, that you’d 

interpret it differently?  

M: Yeah, definitely.  You appreciate every aspect and you can’t do that when you’re younger. 

A: I find books so much sadder now.  For example I was reading about the cat that gets on the titanic and I 

just took more into account. 

E: You notice all the smaller details 

What advice would you give to anyone who doesn’t like to read? 

A: Keep an open mind 

M:  Everyone finds it difficult to make the time to read, even if you like reading.  You have to make an effort 

E: Maybe if you like a movie/programme on TV you could get the book and then see if you can find other 

books that are like it. 

Ok, thank you girls.  


