
 

Cook was the first man to 

discover Australia.  Yet 

some argue that the Chinese 

discovered America long 

before Columbus;   George 

Mallory and Andrew Irvine 

reached the summit of 

Everest in 1924 and Abel 

Tasman was the first to 

discover Australia. I believe a 

mix of both systems could 

work well. If I can I’ll try to 

confirm what I read was 

written by an expert, but will 

also check other points of 

view.  As someone once told 

me “History depends on the 

first person who wrote it”.  

This is so true and it is why 

it is ok to question 

everything we read. In the 

absence of or in the 

company of  information 

we’re always at risk of 

jumping to the worst 

conclusions.  

 

Welcome to the summer 

edition of Cluny Library news.  

It was a great exciting year 

with lots of things happening 

in the library and I am looking 

forward to having more 

events and activities next year.    

How we received information 

in the past was quite different 

before today.  A person had 

to look up something like an 

encyclopaedia where articles 

were written by experts and 

thus were presumed to be 

correct. Nowadays things are 

quite different, with the 

onslaught of the internet, 

people have access to 

information that past 

generations could have only 

dreamed of.  However, the 

challenge now is there is no 

guarantee that the information 

we read is  accurate.  I believe 

the internet is an amazing 

tool, but it’s not without its’ 

shortfalls especially given that 

anyone can publish on the 

internet.   However, the fact 

that this is so gives some 

advantage to the old system of 

‘experts’ and encyclopaedias.  

Nowadays people can challenge 

information.  Personally I rarely 

take what I read for granted.  

Yet, the question is which 

system is better? The old and 

more ’reliable one’ or the new 

and more collective one?  Some 

would argue leave it to the 

experts.  However, my issue 

with this is that before the 

internet these ’experts’ were 

rarely challenged. There were 

things I learnt as a child that I 

just presumed to be true.  For 

instance, I learnt Christopher 

Columbus was the first man to 

discover America, Edmund 

Hillary (and Tenzing Norgay) 

were the first men to climb 

Mount Everest and Captain John 
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Summer Secrets 

Sarah Webb 

 

Summer’s Dream 

Cathy Cassidy 

 

The Summer I 

turned Pretty 

Jenny Han 

 

It’s not Summer 

without You 

Jenny Han 

 

We’ll always have 

Summer 

Jenny Han 

 

 

 

 

The Age of Information 

Give me just enough information so that I can lie convincingly Stephen King 

Drop Everything and Read 
I have done a few surveys with students on their reading habits and most say 

time is their biggest obstacle to reading.  This is likely to be true for most 

people, young and old alike.  To read, you need to find the time to read and 

of course, the right book.  To facilitate this I organised a whole school Drop 

Everything and Read  over 3 days which allowed students and teachers, for 

10 minutes of each class to ‘drop’ what they were doing, pick up a book and 

read.  During this time I walked around the school and found it quite calming 

to see the whole school read at the one time.  It was almost like the whole 

school was put into a relaxed read mode.  I hope most students found the 

right book and for those who didn’t like reading that it’s something they 

would now consider.  
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Summer Reading 
Here’s a list of some books staff have read, are reading or  

plan to read for this summer  

“And when the 

event, the big change 

in your life, is simply 

an insight-- isn't that 

a strange thing? That 

absolutely nothing 

changes except that 

you see things 

differently and you're 

less fearful and less 

anxious and generally 

stronger as a result: 

isn't it amazing that a 

completely invisible 

thing in your head 

can feel realer than 

anything you've 

experienced 

before?”   

The Corrections, 

Jonathan Franzen 

 The Girl on the Train, Paula Hawkins – Ms Kennedy 

The Woman who stole my Life, Marian Keyes – Ms Torpey 

The Girl in the Red Coat, Kate Hamer – Trish Shanley 

Me and my mate Jeffrey, Niall Breslin – Mr Twomey 

Everyone Brave is Forgiven, Chris Cleave – Ms Lambert 

The Nightingale, Kristin Hannah – Marie Doherty 

Green Road, Anne Enright – Ms Marren 

Hanging with the Elephant, Michael Harding – Ms Joy 

The Girl on a Train, Paula Hawkins – Ms Keenaghan 

The Way of a Pilgrim, RM French– Maura Bracken 

JFK in Ireland, Ryan Tubridy – Ms McAleer 

Alone in the Dark, Karen Rose – Ann Merrigan 

All the light we cannot see, Anthony Doerr – Ms Kelly 

The High Mountains of Portugal,  Yann Martel – Mr Larkin 

Gone Girl,  Gillian Flynn – Iníon Uí Aodhagáin 

War and Peace,  Leo Tolstoy – Ms Dillon 

The Girl in the Red Coat, Kate Hamer – Annette Hudson 

The Night Manager, John Le Carré – Mr Byrne 

Green Road, Anne Enright – Ms Darmody 

Grandpa’s Great Escape, David Walliams – Ms McPhillips  

A Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde – Mr Andrieux 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, Jamie Ford – Ms McFarland 

Me and my mate Jeffrey, Niall Breslin – Áine Dawdry 

The Narrow Road to the deep North, Richard Flanagan – Ms Dullaghan 

Vietnam Travel Guide, Lonely Planet – Ms Murray 

The Speckled People, Hugo Hamilton – Ms McEvoy 

The Other Hand, Chris Cleave – Ms Doyle 

Girl at War, Sara Novic – Ms O’Riordan 

All the light we cannot see, Anthony Doerr – Ms White 

The Corrections, Jonathan Franzen – Ms Archibald 

Sapiens, Yuval Harari – Mr Hartigan 

Dark Places, Gillian Flynn – Ms Culliton 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Book Bites: 20 Second Interview with Ms Torpey, Biology Teacher 

What are you reading right now? 

The Woman who stole my Life by Marian Keyes 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 

Malory Towers by Enid Blyton 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

The majority of the time TV but having said that I have always been disappointed when I have read a book and see the 

movie.  The book is always more enjoyable by far.  

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

Would I be allowed bring House and Home magazines?  I love reading them.  I’d also bring Misery by Stephen King and The 

Kite Runner by Khalid Hosseini.   

On a scale of one to ten how much do you like reading. 

It depends on the book.  I’ve stopped reading books I don’t enjoy.  I’d say maybe 7 

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Time  

Shakespeare passed away 400 years ago and there are many things happening in the world to 

celebrate this.  I displayed a few posters in the library.  These posters are front page newspaper 

articles that cover the whole story of various Shakespeare plays.  It’s a great way for the girls 

to get a quick summary.  It is amazing how Shakespeare still has such an impact today as he did 

400 year’s ago.  I remember my English teacher said it was because, despite all the changes in 

the world, human nature doesn’t change and thus we can relate to the war, treachery and love 

that happens in his plays.  Another person tried to convince me that Edward de Vere, the Earl 

of Oxford was the person who actually wrote all the plays.  This is portrayed in the film 

Anonymous. I read a little bit about it and haven’t yet decided which is true — I probably need 

to inform myself a little bit more on the subject.  But for the moment I would like to keep to 

the old romantic notion that it was the old Bard that wrote all the plays and poems himself and 

didn’t lay claim to another man’s work. If that were so what a shame it would be.  

The 1916 Rising 
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Shakespeare’s 400 

To celebrate 1916 I invited Michael Moylan of Irish History Live to do an interactive 

demonstration with the students on 1916.   Dating back from the 1798 rebellion, students 

dressed in various soldier uniforms and learnt how and why the 1916 rising came about.  I also 

showcased a small exhibition.  Whilst, for many, the leader’s of 1916 were haled as heroes, we 

must not forget the tragedy and bloodshed that ensued.   Out of the 590 people killed in the 

rising 374 were civilians and 38 were children under 16.  Many of the children were simply caught 

in the cross-fire.  I thought it was a important to remember these children and thus exhibited the 

list thanks to Joe Duffy’s Children of the Rising.  Some people argue the 1916 rising need not have 

happened, that Ireland would have gained their independence anyway. It does appear, from what I 

have read, that although the rising failed, it did change the mind-set of many people at the time 

who beforehand seemed generally indifferent to the Irish cause for freedom.  Garret Fitzgerald* 

wrote two very interesting perspectives on 1916.  One he wrote in 1966 and the other in 2001.  

He correctly argues what could and could not have been is largely speculative and how hard it will 

be to tell how 1916 will be viewed by Historians in 100 years time: will they puzzle over the 

concept of violence or appreciate it was a necessary element to achieve a strong and independent 

Irish nation.  I certainly hope that violence will no longer need to be used as a political weapon 

and any person or nation seeking independence will find it through peaceful means.   

(*http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/easterrising/personal/pp04.shtml) 

 "If Music be the food of love, play on” William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night 



 

Library Chat with Carla Irwin (5N) and Megan Gormley (5N) 
Out of 10 how much would you say you like reading? 

Carla:  I think 4 

Megan:  5 or 6 well maybe 5 

Carla, why do you say 4? 

Carla:  I find it a little boring and I would prefer to be drawing in my spare time. 

Did you ever like reading? 

Carla:  I used to love it when I was younger 

And do you remember what happened that caused you not to like reading books anymore? 

Carla:  I think it happened gradually.  When I went into secondary school I had a lot less spare time and my main hobby 

is drawing and I would prefer doing that during my spare time 

And Megan, you said 5.  Does this mean you are in between i.e. you do and don’t like reading? 

Megan:  I like it but I find it hard to find the right book.  I get bored very easily and if it’s not the right book it turns me 

off.   

Would it turn you off reading for a little while if you didn’t find the right book? 

Megan: Yes definitely and finding the time as well is hard 

Like Carla, would you have any hobbies? 

Megan:  Yes I practice music.  I like to play music to distress.  I play piano and sing. 

As children do you remember if your parents read to you or if you went to the local library etc.? 

Carla: My Aunt loved to read and she was a major influence 

Did she read to you? 

Carla: Yes and she bought me books 

Megan, do you remember if you liked reading as a child? 

Megan: Not really, but I remember my Dad used to read to me all the time.  My mum and my sister love books but I 

never really got into it. 

Carla:  Same here, Mum and Dad love books but I never really got into it 

So both of you seem to put your hobbies before reading, which I think is absolutely fine because this is what you do 

to relax and I would never wish for reading to get in the way of that.  Is there anything you could cut back on that 

could help you find the time to read? 

Megan:  Maybe my phone but during the school year I don’t finish homework until 9 and I go to bed between 10 and 

10.30 and I don’t have time to do anything else 

So this is your wind-down time where you can use your phone etc.? 

Megan:  Yes 

And would you ever consider, even for one evening a week cutting back on the phone and reading instead? 

Megan:  I actually did that at the beginning of the year and I read a few books and found it really good but then I slipped 

back into my old habits.   

Would you consider trying to do this again next year? 

Megan:  Yes I’d like to 

And what about you Carla, is there anything you can cut back on other than Art? 

Carla:  Like Megan, during the school days I’ve so much homework I don’t have time to do much else. During the summer 

I don’t watch TV or use much technology.  Most of the time I do art and I probably wouldn’t want to cut down from that 

Megan:  When I go on holidays I bring books with me.  Last year I read 3 books, it’s a really good time to read.  

Carla do you think you’ll ever like reading? 

Carla:  Maybe in a couple of years time I might like it, I liked it once so I might like it again 

Megan, are you planning on bringing books with you on your summer holidays? 

Megan: Yes definitely, it’ll be really good for English too.  


