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Who is the author? Check contact us, copyright and the About Us section.  
 

When and where was the 
information published 

Check Contact us, Copyright and the About Us section.  How current 
is the article?  Could facts have changed since it was written 
 

Did the author do any 
research? 

Check if there is a bibliography/ reference list and check some of 
the resources the author used 
 

Do other sources have the 
same information 

You should compare your findings against at least three other 
sources to back up your argument 
 

Whois.net This is a good website for checking who an author is 

Did the author have the 
relevant expertise? 

Check contact us, copyright and the About Us section.  Do a search 
on the author.  Has she/he the appropriate qualifications and 
authority to write the article? 
 

Has the article been peer 
reviewed? 

Peer reviewed articles/journals are ones that have been reviewed 
by other experts in the particular field.  E.g. articles by scientists 
would be checked by other scientists.   Access to  
 

What was the objective of 
the author 

Is it commercial bias? For example, could you trust a food company 
that is trying to    
 
Is it political bias?  People might have different opinions of, for 
example the Northern Ireland conflict, 1916 rising and the 
Israeli/Palestine conflict.   

Evaluating Information 

Step 1:  Evaluate the validity of the document/ webpage  

Why is it important to evaluate information? 
People have different reasons for publishing information: experts might like to 

publish their research, some people might have political motive, while others might 

want to simply convey their opinions.  It’s important to know that anyone can publish 

on the web and there is no guarantee the information they publish will be accurate.  

Therefore, it is essential you evaluate any information you find on the web.   

Step 2:  Check the meaning, accuracy and trustworthiness of 

document/webpage 

*** You cannot presume every piece of information you read is 

accurate.  Remember anyone can publish on the web*** 


