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Junk Kouture 

models in their      

creations.  

òSpirit of Clunyó Sports Day 

Students compete in their 

Houses for the coveted 

House Cup.  

Strictly Cluny 2015  

Winners Debbie Carr & 

James Coleman jive to 1st 

Place at our special event  

for Haiti in Fitzpatrick  

Hotel on May 22nd.  Well 

done to the Dancers, the 

Parents Committee and 

all who attended for a 

fantastic evening and a 

successful fundraising 

event. Photo Gallery Pgs 14 -15 



...many thanks are 

due to Mrs Ciara 

Duggan, 

Chairperson of the 

Parents Association 

and the group of 

parents from the 

Association who 

helped to make our 

graduation Lunch 

so enjoyable.  

Future Success & 

Happiness to our 

6th Years 2015  

Welcome to our final 
Newsletter of the 2014-
15 academic year! Now 
that we have arrived at 
the point where the 
lockers have been emp-
tied, the tests completed 
and the summer good-
byes already made may I 
offer timely good wishes 
to all our students, par-

ents and school staff for a very enjoy-
able summer ahead. 
 
A busy final term 
The month of May 2015 had its share 
of exciting school events most espe-
cially of course our super night in Fitz-
ǇŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ ƻƴ нн aŀȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Strictly 
Cluny! What a great show! More of 
that later. We were lucky to have had 
a burst of sunshine in the midst of a 
cloudy month for our Sports and 5K 
Run Day this year and also for Sixth 
Year Graduation Day on 20 May. Tak-
ing the Sixth Year photo the day be-
fore the girls finished was tricky in 
between the cloudbursts but we man-
aged a gorgeous photo of the Sixth 
Years nonetheless! We had a very 
enjoyable Graduation Day with the 
Sixth Years and many thanks are due 
to Mrs Ciara Duggan, Chairperson of 
the Parents Association. With the help 
of parents from the Association we 
had a very enjoyable Graduation 
Lunch that day. Thanks as always to 
Mrs Bernie Power who catered for 
the event, along of course with the 
menu provided by the girls them-

selves. 
 
 Special thanks also to Fr Powell, 
Mr Larkin, Ms Doyle and Sr. Evan-
gelist for our very special 
Graduation Mass and for the 
beautiful liturgies that have 

marked the liturgical year for us i.e. 
from the opening of the school year, 
to the advent celebrations and most 
importantly our Graduation Mass and 
final farewell on 20 May last. A very 
special thanks also to Head Girl Kate 
Doorley and Deputy Head Girl Aisling 
Ruigrok for their two wonderful 
speeches on the day and also for their 
work at the school assemblies and for 
fundraising during the year. As the 
girls reminded us on this occasion 
άŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇπ
ter of our lives behind, we know that 
there are many wonderful adventures 
awaiting us and that the memories 
we have here will keep us con-
ƴŜŎǘŜŘΦέ ²Ŝ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ 
Sixth Year girls of 2015. 
 
 Special thanks and congratulations 
are due to the Year Head Ms McEvoy 
for her care and her support of this 

special group during their final year in 
Cluny. There were many occasions 
during the year for Sixth Years when 
some TLC was needed and where her 
support was much appreciated. The 
same must be said also of Ms Dul-
laghan who minded the Third Years so 
well through an equally eventful year. 
It has been a long year of preparation 
and study for both year groups. We all 
wish the girls well in the forthcoming 
State exams and hope they are re-
warded with topics they were hoping 
would come up and papers that will 
allow them display their learning to 
ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭΦ Dƻ ƴΩŜƛǊƝ ŀƴ ǘΩŀŘƘ ƭƛōƘ Ǝƻ ƭéir! 
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5k Run: 1st across 

the finish line for 

TYõs Laura Lynam 

4L 
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Spirit Day!  

Ghost Busting 

6th Years 

chasing the 

different sort 

of SPIRIT!!  



 
Sharon Slowey and  Mervyn Reid,  
Oliver McCabe, Catherine Hickey, Fi-
delma Allen,  Declan Walsh, Brian Deer-
ing, Declan Walsh, Noleen Keogh and  
Michael Kelly. The girls favourites were   
young couple Amy O Dwyer and Jamie 
Pearson and of course James Coleman 
of Brown Sugar who with Debbie Carr 
won the trophy for the best dancing 
couple for their Jive Duet! Congrats to 
all for providing a great show. 
 
Special thanks also to our Sponsors who 
ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀŘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ψ{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅΩ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜΦ 
Many of our sponsors are parents who 
have businesses or school suppliers or  
companies associated with the school 
and with the Killiney area. Thank you 
also to those of you who donated raffle 
prizes or made generous contributions 
to this special fundraising event. Behind 
the scenes´, our thanks to our school 
admin staff Annette and Trish, teachers 
Ms Ryan and Ms O Riordan and of 
course Mrs Lambert who gave of her 
time tirelessly over the last two months. 
¢ƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ  Ψ{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅΩ /ƻƳπ
mittee were inspirational including Ci-
ara Duggan, Association Chairperson, 
Rita Ronan, Jane Mc Donagh, Joan Dil-
lon, Helen Fogarty, Deborah Byrne, Eilis 
Roche, Miriam Maye and very specially 

Ψ{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ /ƭǳƴȅΩΥ ! ±ŜǊȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
Evening 
Those of us involved in the organisation of 
this very special evening did not quite real-
ise what a very special event it would turn 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜΗ CƛǘȊǇŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀǎǘƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ Ω{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅΩ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘǳπ
dents, parents and guests to have their own 
view of the wonderful dancing couples, the 
ǾƛŘŜƻΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
of course to showcase our guest Judges ςSr 
Claire Little, Mary Mitchell O Connor T.D., 
ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ Ǉŀǎǘ ǇǳǇƛƭ ŀƴŘ ¢±оΩǎ YŀǊŜƴ 
YƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘ ΨhǿŜƴ aŎ[ƻǾŜΩ ƻŦ 
Father Ted fame. They were all part of the 
special entertainment of the evening! 
 
 The show was in fact a very professional 
event staged by Kevin of Kevin Rowe 
Events. We would have made no progress 
however without the courage and willing-
ƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ΨƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƭŀǎƘΩΗ ¢ƘŜȅ 
put themselves through many evenings of 
rehersals, sold tickets and raised sponsor-
ship money and danced with real razzama-
tazz! Thanks to teachers Laura Connaugh-
ton and  Ed Randolph: parents  Martin 
Rafferty,  Di Mahon,  Lar Enderson,  Char-
lotte Wright,  Debbie Carr,  Noel Dillon, Ais-
ling Whelan and Janette Govan. Our local 
support was there including past pupil  
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Watching by Video Link in 

the downstairs venue our   

supportive students  

òTo catch the reader's attention, 

place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.ó 

Strictly Cluny Fundraiser 22nd May 

2015 at  Fitzpatrickõs Hotel.   

 

L-R Linda OõHalloran Fundraiser for Haiti, 

Mary Mitchell OõConnor TD, Sr. Clare Little 

Former Cluny Junior School Principal, Ms. 

Mary White Principal, Mr. Patrick McDonnell 

Comedian & Actor & Karen Koster TV Pre-

senter and Former Past Pupil.  

 

 

See middle pages for 

more photos  



Thank you to all of 

you who helped us 

ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅΩ 

for helping to 

provide these 

young people with 

the hope of a more 

certain future.  

Mrs Ciara Chadwich 

with Sr. Clare Little  

Mrs Ciara Chadwick. What a fo-
cused and exceptional group they 
were! 
 
A special Cluny guest on the night 
was Linda O Halloran from 
Ψ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ DƛǊƭǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΦ 

Linda is a past pupil of Mt Sackville 
and she has dedicated her free time 
to fundraising efforts to build a sus-
tainable secondary school for girls in 
Port-au-Prince following the earth-
quake there in 2010. Following gener-
ous donations the Cluny Order was 
able to commence the building of a 
girls secondary school in January and 
due to our efforts and those of Mt 
Sackville they will be able to build a 
third floor to the school with all of the 
benefits that this will bring in terms of 
classroom space, science labs etc. 
Thank you to all of you who helped us 
ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅΩ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻπ
vide these young people with the 
hope of a more certain future. We 
hope when the final figure is in we 
will have raised over ϵолΣллл for this 
very worthwhile cause. 
 
Fantastic Fashion 
We had another great combined ef-
fort by the Art and Enterprise subject 
departments on 24 April last with the 
third fabulous school ΨCŀǎƘƛƻƴ {ƘƻǿΩ 
staged by the T.Y. girls. Three of the 
entries that successfully got into the 
r e g i o n a l 
rounds of the 
ΨJunk Kou-
ǘǳǊŜΩ recy-
cling fashion 
show were 
among the 
costumes at 
this special 
event. They 
were Laura 

Doyle modelling 
Ψ.ƛŎȅŎƭŜ .ǊŜŀƪŜǊΩΣ 
Amber Barry with 
Ψ²ƻƻŘǎǘƻŎƪΩ ŀƴŘ 
Aisling Cronin 
ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ψ.ƻǘǘƭŜ 
wƻŎƪΩΦ hǳǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
models Kirstin 
Higgins, Emer 
Phelan, Niamh 
Ring, Laura Ly-
nam, Eimear 
Boyle, Carla Irwin, 
Laura Rawson and Mia Kenny all from 
T.Y presented us with their beautiful 
costumes designed by our very crea-
tive T.Y. student designers. The mate-
rials used in the costumes were as-
tonishing from Dart tickets to broken 
bicycle cogs and tin can lids from cat 
food! Congrats to all the Art and En-
terprise students involved and many 
thanks to teachers Ms.Archibald, Ms 
Simmington and Ms O Riordan and all 
the companies involved. Congrats also 
to the TY Art students and Art teach-
ers who were involved in the TY Art 
Expo on 06 May last. It was lovely to 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
featured so expertly in this exhibition. 
 
End of term Prize Giving Ceremonies 
Many thanks again to the staff Prize 
Giving Committee for their assistance 
in organising the voting procedures 
and awards for our Year Group Prize 
giving ceremonies this year. Thanks 
also to the members of the Parents 
Association who attended the cere-
monies which we staged for the most 
part year in the Library. We will be 
forwarding a booklet listing all of our 
prize winners to you all in the au-
tumn. Our Prize Giving Committee 
makes a huge effort each year to en-
sure the contributions made by our 
students are acknowledged and we 
have extensive categories of prizes 
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in the Gaisce challenges. Thanks as always 
to Mrs Wolahan our Gaisce Organiser who 
organises and accompanies the girls on 
wonderful overnight hikes and walks on the 
Wicklow way and about Glendalough and 
Knocknacree. This remains a very popular 
part of Transition Year. Congrats to Amber 
Barry 4C who was awarded the Dillon Cup 
for debating. Well done also to Alison Bar-
nes 4C who won best TY Achievement 
Folder.  Special mention for aǎ 5ǳƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΩǎ 
Third Years goes to Rebecca Byrne 3W who 
received the Outstanding Junior Student 
award, to Anna Deevy 3Y who was awarded 
the Junior Sports Person of the Year, Re-
becca Clarke 3W who won Junior Linguist 
and Julie Davis and Caitriona Duggan who 
were awarded Firsts in Academic Achieve-
ment. 
 
aǎ ¢ƻǊǇŜȅΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ ¸ŜŀǊǎ were well repre-
sented in all categories of awards including  
Debating, ABC, Student Council and Green 
School. A particular congrats goes to Anna 
Walsh 2Y who won a special award for Full 
Attendance this year. Well done Anna! 
Inion Ni !ƻŘƘŀƎŀƛƴΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊǎ are also to 
be commended for their excellent end of 
term Presentation Evening and the great 
collection of Merit awards and Home Eco-
nomics Certificates they achieved at their 
Prize Giving ceremony. A new Award was 
presented this year called the 
Ψ/ŀƛǊŘŜŀǎΩ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ΨǿƘƻ 
supports and listens to everyone and 
through her quiet deeds and words 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǇŜŜǊǎΩΦ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ 
to Abbie O Hagan 1W, Ellen O Neill 1X 
and Alison Duggan 1Y who were 
awarded these very special awards. 
 
Lastly, well done to our newly elected 
Head Girl 2014-15 Hazel Nolan 5L and  con-
grats also to Deputy Head Girl Niamh Mc 
Carthy 5L. Both girls already have a high 
profile in school life and we wish them 
much success in their roles next year in 
Sixth Year. 

available to suit the talents of all. As with 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜΣ ΨŜŦŦƻǊǘΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
all-important raw material that is needed to 
succeed in all categories. 
 
For aǎ aŎ9ǾƻȅΩǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ tǊƛȊŜ DƛǾƛƴƎ in 
Sixth Year, congrats are due to the Out-
standing Senior Student Caoimhe Ni Bhroin, 
Senior Linguists Aileen Mc Grath and Maeve 
Rafferty and Senior Sports Person Grainne 
Fay and Solas Award winner Kate Doorley. 
aǊ [ŀǊƪƛƴΩǎ CƛŦǘƘ Year who deserve special 
congrats are First Academic Award winner 
Emma Duggan and the Sr Dolores Award 
winner Ciara Crotty. It was great to see so 
many of you in receipt of awards for Debat-
ing and Green Schools as well as you leader-
ship of school societies. 
 
Congrats to all aǎ WƻȅΩǎ ¢¸ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ who 

received Gaisce 
certificates for 
their participation 
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Ms. M. Darmody, Aishling Ruigrok, Kate 

Doorly, Niamh Plunkett, Maeve Rafferty,  

Ciara McKeown, Grainne Fay & Ms. G. 

McEvoy Year Head  

Ms. Lambert with 2nd 

Year Award Winners & 

Ms. Torpey  

 

T Y  F o l d e r 

A w a r d          

presented to     

Alison Barnes 

by Ms. White.  

Above: Ms. White with 

Rebecca Byrne; Ms. 

Lambert with Rebecca 

Clarke; Ms. Dullaghan 

with Anna Deevy.  



5K Run which 

brought in 

ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ϵрΣллл ŦƻǊ 

the Cluny Haiti 

building fund.  

Head Girl 2015/16 

Hazel Nolan &    

Deputy Head Girl 

Niamh McCarthy 

with Year Head Mr. 

Larkin, Principal Ms. 

M. White & Deputy 

Principal Ms. O  

Lambert.  

Sports Events 

We had a very special Sports Day in 
May this year, not alone because of 
the nice weather but because we be-
gan with the 5K Run which brought in 
ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ϵрΣллл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳƴȅ Iŀƛǘƛ 
building fund. It is proving to be a 
very popular event which has almost 
universal school involvement. Many 
thanks to the girls for their fundrais-
ing efforts and  thanks to parents for 
their assistance in stewarding and in 
sponsoring this special event. The 
Ψ{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƭǳƴȅΩ {ǇƻǊǘǎ 5ŀȅ which 
took  place during the remainder of 
the day involved the girls in several 
sports events and with ice cream and 
pizza thrown in! Down Syndrome Ire-
ƭŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŜǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ ϵплл 
due to the girls efforts. Our Sports 
Prize Giving guest was one of the re-
cent World Cup winning Irish Ladies 
Rugby Team Tania Rosser who origi-
nally played rugby in New Zealand. 
She spoke to the girls about endur-
ance and the ingredients needed for 
success. Well done to Ms Seymour, 
Mr Randolph and the Sports Coaches. 
 
Enterprise Students 
Well done to Ms O Riordan and to our 

very successful TY Enterprise 
team who formed a mini com-
Ǉŀƴȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{ƭáƛƴǘŜ YƛŘǎΩ ƛΦŜΦ 
with a focus on healthy food 
options ie Amber Barry 4C, Mia 
Kenny 4N, Gráinne Mc Hugo 4N 
and Sinéad Murphy 4N. This 
team traded their product at 
the Marley Park Trade Show for 

Mini Companies in February, and 
were successfully selected for  the 
national finals of the Junior Achieve-
ment All-Ireland Competition during 
May, having also brought their 
healthy food options to the the re-
gional finals of the DLRCC Trade Fash-
ion Show in March. Well done to the 
girls and indeed all other TY mini com-
panies who got into the real spirit of 
enterprise during the year. 
 
Library Events 
Congrats to Ms Dillon, Librarian on 
another great year in the Library. The 
year opened with that wonderful First 
World War re-enactment of Trench 
Warfare and featuring Michael Moy-
lan of Irish History Live doing a recrea-
tion for the students of reality of war 
for the soldiers involved. There were 
many presentations from Ms Dillon 
herself, including a presentation on 
the skills of  using a College Library 
and Referencing sources. The Book 
Lovers Club is popular for all students 
as well of course as the many compe-
titions including the Christmas Mys-
tery Book Giveaway, Easter Egg Com-
ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƻǾŜ ǘƻ wŜŀŘ 
²ŜŜƪΩΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƛƴŘ aǎ 5ƛƭƭƻƴΩǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
Newsletter with this edition. 
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Down Syndrome 

Ireland 

Ice 

Cream 

sales 

raise 

û400 
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6th Year 

Assistant 

Librarian 

Isabel Pert -

Curto pre-

sented 

awarded by 

Librarian 

Andrea 

Dillon  



Graduation Wish 
 LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ DǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ 
the Sixth Years this year i.e. some words 
from the American writer Diana Looman 
written when she was reflecting in the later 
part of her life on what she would do if she 
had the chance to live it all again: 
 

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
 more connecting 
  LΩŘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦŦ Ƴȅ ǿŀǘŎƘ 
 and watch with my eyes 
  I would care to know less and 
 know to care more 
  LΩŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƛƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ 
 kites 
  LΩŘ ǎǘƻǇ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ  
 seriously play 
  I would run through more fields 
 and gaze at more stars.. 
  LΩŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǎŜƭŦ-esteem first and 
 ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΧ 
  LΩŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ 
 power 
  And much more about the 
 power of love. 
 
Such is truly the path to truth 
 and fulfilment! 

 
Hope you all have a lovely summer!                                                           
M. White 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Farewell 
I would like to pay tribute to two teachers 
who will be retiring this year i.e. Mrs Cath-
erine Hackett and Mrs Patricia Higgins. 
Both have long serving careers in the school 
that span a number of decades and both 
have been very popular and committed 
teachers in Cluny. Mrs Hackett as a teacher 
of Irish has a great love for the Irish lan-
guage, its culture and history and Mrs Hig-
gins has long been associated with the R.E 
department, with being a wizard with IT and 
with having a deep love for Music and all 
things musical in the school. Both teachers 
also have a deep understanding of the 
uniqueness of the school and the impor-
tance of what it offers. The School Board 
and the school community wishes both Mrs 
Hackett and Mrs Higgins a long and happy 
retirement. 
 
As it is coming to the end of another aca-
demic year I would like to thank the staff 
for their support and dedication to the stu-
dents here and commend their skill at en-
suring the academic success is delivered, 
while also providing collective support and 
assistance for students in the classroom or 
on the playing field. Special thanks to the 
admin staff Annette and Trish and Bursar 
Mrs Bracken and Guidance Counsellor Ms 
McFarland. I would also like to thank the 
parents in the school for your support and 
assistance throughout the year and particu-
larly to thank those parent s on the Parents 
Association and those who came together 
ǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ψ{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ 
/ƭǳƴȅΩ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǎƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅΦ 
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American 

writer Diana 

Looman  



I found out a lot of 

fascinating facts 

about China such 

as they invented 

printing, tar, 

gunpowder, paper 

and the compass.  

Chester Beatty  

Library  

N  ׇhׅ o! As a part of Transi-
tion Year we all had the 
opportunity to study Chi-
nese for 8 weeks. During 
this module we were all 
lucky to go on a school trip 
to the Chester Beatty Li-
brary and Hilan a Korean 
Chinese restaurant in Capel 
Street. On the 29th of April 

option groups three and four all 
walked to the DART to go into town. 
Once we arrived to Tara Street we 
walked down The Quays to get to the 
Chester Beatty Library. When we ar-
rived we all split up into groups and 
explored the library. The library was 
filled with a lot of interesting artefacts 
like Chinese pictures, paintings, furni-
ture and pottery. I found out a lot of 
fascinating facts about China such as 
they invented printing, tar, gunpow-
der, paper and the compass.  
After we finished in the museum we 
all walked in the lashing rain to Capel 
Street to visit an Asian supermarket 
which was very exciting as we have 
never seen one before. We all 
thought that it was very different to 
our supermarkets as they sold a lot of 
Asian food like exotic fruits, noodles, 
meat and different teas. It was really 
interesting to see the difference be-
tween our local shops and an Asian 
shop.  
When everyone finished in the shop 
we all excitedly walked down the 
street to the Hilan restaurant. To our 
surprise there was only one Irish cou-
ple eating in the restaurant. Once we 
got inside the restaurant we decided 
to put our eight weeks of learning 
Chinese to the test by saying Nׇ hׅ o 
to the waiters.  
Two minutes after being seated eve-
rybody was poking each other with 
chopsticks and eagerly waiting for our 

meal. Suddenly one of the waiters 
came out with a pot of Barley tea and 
a big plate of dumplings. To our sur-
prise the dumplings were devoured 
and went down a treat, even though 
everyone struggled trying to pick 
them up with chopsticks!  
Throughout our meal the waiter kept 
coming out with various dishes like 
egg fried noodles, rice, green beans 
sprinkled with pork, sweet and sour 
pork and much more. Everyone was 
getting frustrated at their chopsticks 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ 
into their mouths fast enough. By the 
end of the meal everyone was full and 
satisfied by all the lovely food. We all 
thoroughly enjoyed the Chinese trip 
as we got to learn a lot about Chinese 
culture and try a lot of new and inter-
esting Chinese foods.   
 

Our Chinese Trip  
P A G E  8  

 

S T .  J O S E P H  O F  C L U N Y   



It seems complicated because, well for one, 
I am not the best person at describing 
things, and two because the prospect of 
translating a completely foreign language to 
ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜƳ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΤ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
good at puzzles or spotting patterns then 
you would soar through it. Contrary to 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƭǳŜƴǘ 
in 50 languages to participate (but it would 
ōŜ ƘŀƴŘȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŀŘǾŀƴπ
tage ever!). Both Niamh and I also took part 
in the competition last year and agree that 
the standard has only got higher. For one, 
the qualifying mark for the stage in DCU 
was 70 this year compared to 55 last year 
and secondly, more and more young people 
were getting involved in the Olympiad only 
making the competition tougher. The peo-
ple with the top four scores in the country 
after this round then get to go on to repre-
sent Ireland in the international round that 
was taking place in Bulgaria this year. Un-
fortunately neither Niamh nor I were one of 
the lucky top four in the individual competi-
tion but we succeeded in the group compe-
tition. Along with two other stu-
dents from Newpark we came 5th 
overall! I thought AILO to be a bril-
liant experience and would encour-
age anyone who has any interest at 
all in puzzle solving to try it. But be 
warned, due to the amount of work 
ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŀƛƴ ŘƻŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘƴΩǘ ōŜ 
able to talk properly for a while af-
ter! 
 
Chloe Langan 

 
On March 24th Niamh Plunkett and I went 
to DCU to take part in the All Ireland Lin-
guistics Olympiad. Only the top one hun-
dred linguists in Ireland were invited to this 
event . AILO is simply a test of your puzzle 
solving skills. There are multiple questions 
about foreign languages that you are told to 
solve in 2 hours. For example you could be 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǎŀȅΧ{ǿŀƘƛƭƛ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
sentences translated into English. They 
would then ask you to write sentences in 
Swahili based on some of the given phrases. 
 

3 R D  E D I T I O N   P A G E  9  

AILOñAll Ireland Linguistics Olympiad 
Caption de-

scribing pic-

ture or 

graphic.  ...more young 

people were 

getting 

involved in the 

Olympiad only 

making the 

competition 

tougher.  

Spanish 

Quiz 

Este año yo y siete estudiantes de español del quinto año partici-
pamos en un concurso de la cultura española en el colegio Rath-
down. Fuimos cuatro en el equipo, Sarah-Jane Ronan, Helena 
McAlinden y Saoirse Reade. Había otro equipo de cuatro personas, 
Hazel Nolan, Sophie Doherty, Aoife Burke y Ciara Crotty.  Nos 
preguntaron sobre muchos temas de cultura española. Las pregun-
tas fueron bastante difíciles pero fueron interesantes también. 
Muchos colegios participaron en el concurso tal como Loreto 
Dalkey y Kings Hospital. Desafortunadamente no ganamos pero hemos aprendido 
mucho y lo pasamos bomba. Gracias a todos en Rathdown que organizaron el 
concurso y también damos las gracias a Ms Doyle y Ms Culliton.           
Tara Keenan 5N 



...about gender 

equality and 

women's 

empowerment.  

Jackie OõHalloran 

speaking to 5th 

Years in the Library  

El mes pasado, abril, recibi-
mos una visita de Jackie 
hΩIŀƭƭƻǊŀƴ .ŜǊƴǎǘŜƛƴ όŘŜƭ 5Ŝπ
partamento de Asuntos Exte-
riores en Irlanda). Habló so-
bre la cultura española, su 
carrera y las oportunidades 
para los estudiantes Irlan-
deses en los países 

españoles, especialmente América Latina. 
Fue muy interesante.  
 
Last month, April, we (the 5th years studying 
{ǇŀƴƛǎƘύ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ WŀŎƪƛŜ hΩIŀƭπ
loran Bernstein of the Department of For-
eign Affairs. She spoke about Spanish cul-
ture, her career and the opportunities for 
Irish students in Spanish countries, espe-
cially Latin America. It was very interesting.  
 
Jackie has been working in the Department 
of Foreign Affairs of Ireland since 1987 in 
many roles including Deputy Director for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, repre-
ǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ CƻǳǊǘƘ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
Conference on Women where she contrib-
uted to the final drafting of the 1995 Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action, and 
now her role is Deputy Director for Disar-
mament and Non-Proliferation. Jackie has a 
long held interest in Latin America and 
worked in Argentina for many years, she 

also has a keen interest in gender 
equality and women's empowerment.  
 
For us, it was very interesting to hear 
Jackie talk about her career and all 
the things she's done because having 
studied Spanish, it is possible for any 
of us to go on to do the same and of 
course it was also very relevant for us 
to hear about gender equality and 
women's empowerment. Jackie en-
couraged us to study abroad in places 
like Mexico, explaining how the Irish 
government can help us do it and a 
lot of us were definitely intrigued by 
this.  
 
It was a very interesting talk and we 
all enjoyed it very much and learnt a 
lot about Spanish culture, where 
Spanish can lead us and studying in 
Latin American countries.  
 
Fue un discurso muy in-
teresante y lo disfruta-
mos mucho. Aprendimos 
mucho sobre la cultura 
española, cómo po-
demos trabajar con la 
lengua y estudiando en 
los países de América 
Latina.  
Hazel Nolan, 5L.  

Una Visita muy Especial 
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2nd Yr Spanish Food Competition 



During Spanish Cultural Week at Cluny, we were 
visited by a Spanish guitarist named Ángel. On the 
26th of March the two Second Year Spanish class, 
joined with the First and Third years, piled into the 
library and took our seats awaiting the arrival of 
the guitarist. When he arrived, he introduced him-
self and told us about the basics of his guitar play-
ing. He played many songs, most of which were 
flamenco songs. He showed us how to clap along 
to the music and we all clapped to our hearts con-
tent as he played more traditional songs. We all 
enjoyed listening to the songs and clapping along. 
Θ[ƻ ǇŀǎŀƳƻǎ ōƻƳōŀΗ  .ȅ hƭƛǾƛŀ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
Tamzin Willaims Gaine 
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Spanish Guitarist Visiting Cluny & Tapas Outing 

Spanish Cultural Week Displays 



Ms. Stout and Ms. 

Connaughton make 

learning fun in the 

class room and 

easy to 

understand. 

Zip Wire in Tayto 

Park  

1st Year History  

We hopped on our bus 
and away we went at 
9.00am to Tayto Park in 
Meath! We had a great 
bus journey and we were 
there by 10.30am. We 
split into two groups one 
with leader Mr.Twomey 
and the other with Ms. 
Doyle and Ms. Rooney. 

One group went to the sky classroom 
to learn about conservation and stew-
ardship. We got to touch a corn snake 
called Georgia. We also got to touch a 
bearded dragon called Molly and 
some of the lucky girls got to pet the 
owl , Omi. We had a brilliant teacher 
ςJessica, she explained everything so 
well! Then we met up with the other 
group and we went to the Tayto Fac-

tory! We learnt loads of cool facts 
about Tayto then we went to the 
crazy vortex!  
We were handed over to our other 
instructor Hazel and we began to 
make our way around the zoo. We 
saw some tigers, some racoons, some 
meerkats, and we even got to pet a 
goat! We moved onto the rides. We 
went on this insane upside-down 
plane ride and The HUGE sky walk. All 
of us had a great day! We would like 
to thank Mr Twomey and Ms Rooney 
and Ms Doyle for organising a fab trip. 
Everyone really enjoyed it!! 

people from Ancient Ireland lived in 
and examples of the tombs they were 
buried in. We cooked ham in a fula-
chta fia and then ate it. We learned a 
lot on the trip too and had lots of fun. 
It took a whole day and the weather 
was lovely. I would recom-
mend they do it for the 
next  First Years too. I can't 
wait to continue my learn-
ing in Second Year and I 
hope I enjoy it as much as I 
enjoyed this year.  
By Leila Navarro 1W 

I have enjoyed History very much this 
year. We have learned about many 
different things including Archae-
ology, Ancient Ireland, Early Christian 
Ireland, Ancient Rome, and the Mid-
dle Ages and now we are starting The 
Renaissance. I have learned more 
than I thought I could ever learn in 
one year, just in History class. This is 
all because of the wonderful teachers 
we have; Ms. Stout and Ms. Con-
ƴŀǳƎƘǘƻƴΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
know a thing about history or we 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ Ŧǳƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ 
Miss. Stout and Ms. Connaughton 
make learning fun in the classroom 
and easy to understand. 
We went on a History trip this year. 
We went to The National Heritage 
Centre in Wexford. There were exam-
ples of all the different types of forts 

Our C.S.P.E./Geography Trip to Tayto Park 
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bers are Amber Barry, Mia Kenny, Sineád 
Murphy and Gráinne McHugo.  
Multi-Cray is the brain child of Laura Lynam.  
We arrived at the hotel 9:45am and had 
forty five minutes to set up our stands. At 
10:30am the competition began. Each com-
pany presented themselves to five judges 
and other school companies. Each company 
also attended focus groups and interviewed 
other mini companies.  
After lunch the awards were presented. 
There were awards in Marketing, Accounts, 
Presentation, Innovation and Sustainability. 
We were very successful with all three 
groups as each won an award. Sláinte Kids 
claimed 2nd place in the Marketing section, 
Multi-Cray claimed 1st place in the Sustain-
ability section and Cup-A-Cake claimed 1st 
place in the Innovation section. All in all it 
was a very successful and rewarding day for 
everyone involved. 

άDŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Dƻέ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ {Ƙƻǿ 
Lucan 
On Monday the 20th May three groups of 
students from the TY Enterprise class ac-
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ aǎΦ hΩwƛƻǊŘŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ [ǳπ
can Spa Hotel to compete and set up a 
stand for each of their Mini Enterprise com-
panies. The three groups presented their 
companies to five different judges and 
other Mini Enterprise companies from 
schools across the country. 
 The three mini companies involved were 
Cup-A-Cake, Sláinte Kids and Multi-Cray. 
Cup-A-Cake is a baking and gift company 
that sells ingredients to make a single serv-
ing cupcake in a mug. The group members 
are Ailbhe Mulhall, Caoimhe Whelan, Isa-
belle Bailey and Aislinn Cronin. Sláinte Kids 
produces a healthy eating pack to help re-
duce childhood obesity. The group mem-
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òGet Up and Goó Enterprise Trade ShowñLucan 

got to go into the changing rooms and out 
to the pitch side. When we arrived at our 
tables for the game, we also received 
goodie bags with lots of treats, including 
a free Leinster ticket each!  
 
Although we didn't manage to win the 
game, we had a great time and learnt a 
lot about investments, stock exchange 
and the reliability of cash. It was a very 
interesting night and we all thoroughly 
enjoyed it! 
 
Hazel Nolan, 5L.  

On the 26th of March, I, along with seven 
other girls in my year went along to the 
Bond Trader Game in the Aviva Stadium 
which was run by Bank of Ireland. We were 
divided into two teams, in which we would 
play a game. The game involved being 
given 8 cards. Some were stocks. Some 
were bonds and some represented cash. 
We were then shown different global head-
lines and asked to trade these cards in re-
sponse to the current affairs. There were 
certain rules such as no more than two 
stocks at any time and no more than four of 
the same types of bonds and we had to 
abide by these when responding to these 
economic happenings.  The team that had 
made the most financial gain by the end of 
the game won.  
 
Before the game started, we also got a tour 
of the Aviva and complimentary food and 
drink. The tour was very interesting and we 

Bond Trader Game 



Our Stars for the Night:  

Debbie Carr & James 

Coleman 

Sharon Slowly & Oliver 

McCabe 

Catherine Hickey & 

Mervyn Reid 

Di Mahon & Martin 

Rafferty  

Charlotte Wright & 

Noel Dillon  

Fidelma Allen & Ed 

Randolph 

Aisling Whelan & Brian 

Deering 

Janette Govan & 

Declan Whelan 

Laura Connaughton & 

Lar Enderson 

Noleen Keogh &  

Michael Kelly  

Amy OõDwyer & Jamie 

Pearson 

 

Judges for the Evening:  

Patrick McDonnell,  

Comedian, Ms. Mary 

Mitchell OõConnor TD, 

Sr. Clare Little former 

Junior School Principal 

and Past Pupil Karen 

Koster TV3 presenter  
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Strictly Clunyñ22 May 2015 
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Strictly Cluny Haiti Fundraiser 


